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To ENCOURAGE and EXTEND the 


LiNEN- MANUFACTURE, 


I. H E Linen- Manufacture hath received ſo much 

Encouragement from the Public, and is become 
ſo conſiderable a Branch of the Trade of this 
Kingdom, that an Attempt for the further pro- 
moting it can hardly fail of being favourably received; 
with this View the following Eſſay is offered to the Public. 


2. The following Propoſitions and Obſervations are either 


ſelf-evident, or ſuch as, upon Examination and Reflection, 
will appear to be true and reaſonable, 


PROPOSITIONS. 


3. THE Wealth of every Country ariſcth from the La- 
bour and Induſtry of the Inhabitants, 


4. Where the Generality of the People are employed in 


uſeful Woks, they all thrive, the Country grows more po- 


pulous and improves. 


Az 6. The 


_ 


— 


_—_ 


4 * , 
er 


— —— — — 


— 


= 
2 
— — 


* — 
— 4 


Oy — — 
— 
— 


: , — "PF — 
: 234445 A 2825 — — — — 


— 
= 


: . : Mg - — : " 
— — 2 
— 


— — 
— —— —ͤ— 
— 


114 1 
5. Where Idleneſs prevails in a Nation, Poverty will 
enſue; for the Idle living on the Labour of the Induſtrious, 
damp and leſſen their Labour, which is the principal Source 
of Riches. 


6. The Produce of Land is abſolutely neceſſary to fuſtain 
the Inhabitants, and to ſupply Materials for Manufactures, 
and where the People are fully employed in Huſbandry and 
Arts, they never fail to get a comfortable Livelihood them- 
ſelves, and increaſe the Wealth and Strength of their 
Country. 


7. When Proviſions for Life become very dear, the com- 
mon People ſuffer greatly, and many periſh for Want; and 
when they are very cheap, they who can maintain them- 
ſelves for a Week by three Days Labour only, will be apt 
to be idle half their Time. 


8. It were to be wiſhed that the Neceſſaries for Life, 
might always be afforded at ſuch a Price, as neither to be 
ſo dear as to occaſion a Famine, nor ſo © ys as to en- 
courage Idleneſs. 


9. The ſtoring up Corn and other Produce of the Land 
in Years of Plenty, when there is a Redundancy, and ſelling 
out from ſuch Stores at a reaſonable Price in Years of Scar- 
ety, would prevent both Extremes of their being too dear 
or too cheap. | 


10 The Home-Conſumption of Manufactures and of the 


Produce of Land, do not bring Wealth into a Country, it 


is the Exportation of them alone, that has that Effect, and 
that in Proportion to the Value exported, chiefly in Manu- 
factures, which are the principal Source of Riches. 


11. In moſt Manufactures, the Price of the Material 
bears but a ſmall Proportion to the Value of the Commo- 
dity made thereof. 


12 * the Wend e e the Price of Wool is, 
at a Medium, about a fourth or fifth Part of the Value of 
the Cloth; but in the Linen - Manufacture, the Price of Flax 
is, at a Medium, about a ſeventh or eighth Part of the Va- 


lue of the Linen made thereof. 


13. Thoſe 


12 


13. Thoſe Manufactures which employ moſt Hands, and 
are made of Materials raiſed at home, and find a conſtant 
Demand abroad, ought to be moſt encouraged. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


14. WE find by Experience, that all our Flax, either 
of our own Growth or imported from abroad, is 
ſpun into Yarn, that all our Yarn is either exported or 
worked up into Cloth at hame, and that all our Cloth is ei- 
ther conſumed at home, or ſold at a good Market abroad. 


15. It is of more Advantage to the Kingdom to raiſe the 
Flax ourſelves, which we make uſe of, than to import it 
from abroad; for thereby we fave the Price of the Material 
imported, and do not depend on other Countries for the 
Primum of our Staple Commodity. 


16. No Manufacture can be increaſed, beyond what the 
Material of which it is made, will allow ; but muſt increaſe 
or decreaſe, in Proportion to the Plenty or Scarcity of the 


Material. | 


17. There can be no Increaſe of the Linen Manufacture 
without an Increaſe of Yarn, nor of Yarn without an In- 
creaſe of Spinners, nor of Spinners without an Increaſe of 
Flax. 


18. We import great Quantities of Flax yearly from fo- 
reign Countries, which ſhews that we do not raiſe Flax 
enough of our own Growth to ſupply our Manufactures. 


Our chief Attention therefore ſhould be to increaſe the Num- 


ber of Spinners, and the Quantity of Flax. 


I9. There are as many idle Women and Children in 


this Kingdom that do not ſpin Flax, as there are that do; 


and many of thoſe that are now unemployed would work 
if they could procure the Materials. 


20. If we ſhould double the Number of our Spinners, 
as it is certainly in our Power, and ſupply them with Flax 
and Wheels, we might then make double the Value in Li- 
nens; it is therefore ur Intereſt to provide ſufficient Stores 
of Flax to keep our Spinners at Work. 
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21. We find by Experience, that in the beſt Seaſons we 
never raiſe Flax enough for our Manufactures, and that in 
bad Seaſons, we greatly fall ſhort of the requiſite Quantity; 
we ſhould therefore, until we can raiſe Flax enough our 
ſelves, import large Quantities of foreign Flax, that our 


Spinners may be ſtill kept at work, who muſt otherwiſe be 
idle for want of the Material, 


22. Though by bad Seaſons, or other Accidents, we 
ſhould happen to raiſe but little Flax of our owri Growth, 
yet, in ſuch a Caſe, if we take proper Meaſures to import 
large Quantities of Flax from abroad, we ſhould ſtill be 
able to make great Profit by our Manufacture, by gaining 


ſeven Parts in eight of the Value of the Linen, by the La- 
bour employed on the Flax. 


23. Good Flax-Secd ſowed on poor, ill cultivated Ground, 
and bad Seed ſowed on good, well prepared Ground, ſel- 


dom yield good Flax. A due Cultivation of proper Soil, 


and good Sced, muſt concur to produce good Flax, 


24. One Acre of rich, well cultivated Land ſowed with 
good Seed, will produce more and better Flax, than two, 
three, or four Acres of poor Land, ill cultivated, ſowed 
with bad Seed, though the Expence by the Acre to the 


Sower, may be nearly equal in both. 


25. Since Flax-Seed of our own Growth ſometimes de- 
generates by reaſon of bad Seaſons and bad Huſbandry, it 
would be highly proper, in order to be furniſhed with good 
Seed, to give ſome Præmiums, as herein after ſet forth, to 


Merchants who ſhall, . for one or two Years to come, im- 


port large Quantities of Flax - Seed from the Baltich, or 
North-America. HT 


26. By this Expedient, every Perſon who ſhould be wil- 
ing to ſow good Seed, in order to raiſe good Flax and Seed, 


may have it in his Choice to make uſe of the beſt foreign 
or home Seed he can mcet with. | 5 


27. It is found by Experience, that in all Manufactures 
conſiſting of different Parts, they ſucceed beſt, who have 


particular Workmen for every Part; each Operator being 
confined to his own Branch, can afford his Work cheaper 
and in greater Perfection; by this Method Watches and 
| - | | Birmingham 


1 


Birmingham Ware are afforded fo cheap, every Part being 
a ſeparate and diſtin&t Trade, and confined to a parttcular 
Set of Workmen ; and the Maſter who employs them, puts 
all their Work together, and finiſhes the whole; whereas 


one who undertakes ſeveral diſtin&t Branches at once, will 
hardly ſucceed in any. 


28. In like manner, to ſucceed in the Linen-Manufacture, 
one Set of People ſhould be employed and confined to the 
plowing and preparing of the Soil, ſowing and covering the 
Sced, to the weeding, pulling, ripling, taking Care of the 

new Seed, and watcring, and graſſing the Flax, until it is 
lodged at home ; others ſhould be concerned in the drying, 
breaking, ſcutching, and heckling the Flax, to fit it for the 
Spinners ; and others in ſpinning and reeling the ſame to fit 
it for the Weaver; others ſhould be concerned in takin 

due Care of the weaving, bleaching, beetling, and finiſh- 
ing the Cloth for the Marker. It is reaſonable to believe, 
that if theſe ſeveral Branches of the Manufacture were car- 
ried on by diſtinct Dealers, the ſeveral Parts would be better 


executed, and the whole could be afforded cheaper and with 
greater Profit. 


29. Since we find by Experience, that all our Flax, Yarn 
and Linen find a Vent; it ſhould therefore be our chief En- 
deavour to increaſe the Quantity of our Flax, not only as it 
is neceſſary to keep our preſent Spinners fully employed, 
but as it will be a Means of employing many Hands that are 
now uſeleſs for Want of it, 


30. We find a general Diſpoſition and Readineſs in all our 
poor Women to get a Livelihood by Spinning, if they could 
get Flax and Wheels to work with, 


31, It would be a great Benefit to the whole Kingdom, 
and to every Gentleman poſſeſſed of Lands in particular, it 
all the labouring Women and Children on his Eſtate were 
furniſhed with Flax and Wheels; and though this (ſhould be 
attended with ſome ſmall Expence at firſt, yet this would 
be ſoon made good by the Profit thoſe Women. and Chil- 
dren would make by their Yarn, which never fails of a Mar- 
ket, and which would enable them to repay with Gratitulc 
the firſt Expence their kind Landlords were at, in putting 
them in a way of getting an honeſt Livelihood, 


32. It 
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CALCULATIONS. 


32. II is computed that the Value of Linen made in Fre- 

I landyeatly, amounts to a Million Sterling, and that half 
thereof is yearly exported, and that the remaining half is 
conſumed at home; reckoning five Shillings a Head for 
two Millions of People one with another for all their Con. 
ſumptions in Linen, 


33. It is alſo computed that the following Quantities of 
rough Flax, ſuch as we have from Riga, worth forty Shil. 
lings the hundred Weight, will give Employment for a 
whole Year to the following Number of Perſons, one 


with another, including Spinners, Hecklers, Weavers, 
Bleachers, &c. 


34. Viz. A hundred Weight of Flax will employ for a 
%% d d 0: 
A Ton or twenty hundred Weight will employ 40 Hands, 
A hundred Ton will employ - - - + g4ooo Hands. 
A thouſand Ton will employ . - - - 40,000 Hands, 
And three thouſand one hundred and Hand 
twenty five Ton will employ - - +» e 

35. It is alſo computed that the following Quantities of 
rough Flax, worth forty Shillings the hundred Weight, when 
fully manufactured into Linen, will at a Medium of coarſe 
and fine, be worth the following Sums annexed to them. 

Viz. A hundred Weight of Flax when manufactered into 
Linen, will be worth - - - - - - 16 Pounds. 
a on, rey hundred Weigh, vl} One 
A hundred Ton will yield - 1 - - $32,000 Pounds. 
And three thouſand one hundred and 1 
twenty five Ton Weight will yield - Fa Million. Sterl, 


36. It is alſo eſtimated that a good Acre of Flax will pro- 
duce three, four, five or ſix hundred Weight of Flax; if we 
allow four hundred Weight or 32 Stone to be raiſed from 
every Acre one with another in a Year, which is a reaſonable 
Allowance, on that Suppoſition, the aforeſaid three thouſand 
and one hundred and twenty fiveTons of Flax, which are all 
that are at preſent ſuppoſed to be made Uſe of in our Linen- 
Manufacture, before eſtimated to be of the Value of a Million 


Sterling yearly, may be raiſed from 15625 Acres only; _ 
j 


19 


if we allow but 300 Weight or 24 Stone to be raiſed from 
every Acre one with another, which is a low Computation, 
then it will require about 208 32 Acres to raiſe the aforeſaid 
Quantity of 3125 Tons of Flax. 


37. If theſe Computations and Eſtimates are true or near 


the Truth, as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe them to be, ſince 
they come from Perſons well ſkill'd in the Linen-Manu— 
facture, they will afford Grounds for making the following 


Obſervations. 


38. It appears from theſe Computations, that though we 
have two Millions of People in Ireland, yet no more than 


a ſixteenth Part of them, viz. a hundred and twenty five 


thouſand, are fully employed in the Linen-Manufacture, 
our Staple- Commodity; that Number being ſufficient, if 


employed the whole Year round, to make Linens to the 
Value of a Million Sterling, which is computed to be the- 


Value of all Linen yearly made at preſent, allowing eight 
Pounds Sterling to each Perſon one with another yearly for 


39. Though Treland, which contains eleven Millions of 
Acres, hath ſeveral Millions in it fit for the Growth of Flax, 
yet we ſee that there is not above thirteen thouſand Acres 
in it employed that Way : for, though ſixteen thouſand 
Acres may be ſufficient to ſupply the 3125 Tons of Flax em- 
ployed in our Manufactures, yet as we import yearly from 
foreign Countries five hundred Tons of Flax, a Deduction 
ought to be made; and as it will be found, that we do not 
raiſe above two thouſand ſix hundred Tons of Flax of our 
own Growth early, the reſt being imported, therefore 
thirteen thouſand Acres will be ſufficient to produce that 
Quantity, allowing four hundred Weight of Flax to be raiſed 
from each Acre. . 


40. From hence it evidently follows, that as we neither 
want Hands nor Lands, and may command and employ 
what Number and Quantity we pleaſe, and yet have a great 
deal ftill to ſpare, it is in our Power to double the Quantity 


and Value of our Linen-Manufactures, by employing 


double the Quantity of Land in raiſing Flax, and double 
the Number of Hands in working it up into Linen ; which 


would yield a Million Sterling yearly Profit to the Nation, 
2711 705 B 
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more than we make at preſent; with a great Proſpect of 
ins continuing ſtill to increaſe, ſince we have no Reaſon to 


apprehend that we ſhall ever want a Vent for all the Linens 
we can make. 


41. It appears from the foregoing Calculations, that the 
Nation would receive an additional Profit of ſixty four thou- 
fand Pounds yearly for every thouſand Acres that ſhould be 
employed, more than are at preſent, in raiſing of Flax and 
working up the ſame into Linen, and thereby employ eight 
thouſand Hands more. é 


42. This is a Motive fufficient to engage our Attention 
to puſh forward: this. Improvement as far as it will go, and 
to loſe no Time in accompliſhing of it. And though it may 
be practicable to enlarge our Linen-Manufacture to the Ex- 
tent and Value before mentioned, yet will it take a conſi- 
derable Time before we can make any great Progreſs, un- 
leſs we can by proper Encouragements and Præmiums give 
a new and greater Spirit to our, Induſtry. and Endeavours. 


The BENEFIT of PRAMIUMS. | 


43-T HE chief Intention and Uſe of Premiums is to raiſe 
a Spirit of Emulation, and to engage a Number of 
Perſons to endeavour to outdo one another in the ſame- 
Work, either as to the Quantity or the Goodneſs of the Branch. 
or Article intended to be encouraged. And though but fe can 
obtain the Præmiums, yet many, either out of View to the 
Value of the Præmiums, or to the Honour and Credit of 
receiving them, will ſtruggle hard and uſe their utmoſt En- 
deavours to obtain them, by which Competition the Public 
will receive a great Benefit. 


44. Premiums may properly and with good Effect alſo be 
given to promote. and encourage a new Manufacture in its 
Infancy, in Places where it is not known or practiſed; and 
alſo to reward thoſe who invent or improve any uſcfub 
Machines and Inſtruments, or new and better Methods of 
working, or who contribute any Wey to leſſen Labour, or add 
to the Beauty or Perfection of the Work. And though theſe: 
Premiums may be given without any Competition, yet as 
they ſhould be never given but on full Proof of the Uſeful- 


neſs of the Improvements, they will be of great Uſe to en- 


courage 


un 1 


courage others to expect the like Gratifications, on their 
making any ſuch Improvement. 


45. To give Premiums to one Tradeſman to the Exclu- 
ſion of others in the ſame Buſineſs, and in the ſame Place, 
without his doing any Thing extraordinary on his Part to 
Merit ſuch Reward, is Money for the moſt Part thrown 
away, and only ſerves to ſet up one Tradeſman againſt an- 

other, which ought never to be done with public Money ; 
every one ſhould have fair Play, and no Diſtinction ſhould 
be obſerved, but of thoſe who on a Competition deſerve moſt, 
or without a Competition, make a uſeful Improvement. 


46. Of this laſt Kind is that uſeful Improvement made by 
Mr. William Colles of Kilkenny to the common Reel, by which 
Yarn can be reeled, ſo as never to entangle; whereby a 
great deal of Time and Trouble is ſaved in the ſubſequent 
Management of the Yarn ; and it is hoped, that the Truſtees 
of the Linen- Manufacture will, for the future, order all the 


Reels they ſhall give out to be made after the ſame Form, 
and with the ſame Improvement. | 


47. There is no Part of the Linen-Manufacture but what 
is capable of further Improvements, and daily receives them 
in ſome Branch or other. And whether theſe Improvements 
ariſe from ourſelves, or are introduced from abroad, it is 
equally our Intereſt and Buſineſs to promote and propagate 
the Uſe of them, and to reward thoſe to whom we are in- 
debted for them. 


48. The Truſtees of the Linen-Manufatture have made 
a Trial of the good Effects of Premiums, by publiſhing their 
Reſolutions to give a certain Number of Premiums of dif- 
ferent Values to thoſe, who ſhould, in a limited Time, make 
the greateſt Quantities of coarſe Linen, and export the ſame 
to England; the larger Premiums going, in Proportion, to 
thoſe who manufacture the greateſt Number of Yards, 


49. This had a great Effect, as appears by the large 
Quantities of ſuch Linen, no leſs than 799793 Yards, made 
by ſix Perſons only, in the Year 1747, which, with what 
the other Competitors made, amounted in the whole to 
above nine hundred thouſand Yards. 


50. This ſingle Inſtance ſhows the Power and Efficacy of 
Premiums, when impartially diſtributed without Favour or 
B2 Alfec- 
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Affection, and which never fail to raiſe a Spirit of Induſtry 


and Improvement in any Trade or Art whatever. Whereas 


penal and compulſory Laws, to oblige People to plant or 
do any Work whatſoever, ſtrike a Terror at firſt, but never 
produce any good Effect; many being involved in the 


Penalties, and none benefited by the Obſervance of the 


Laws, they by common Conſent come to be utterly ne- 


glected. 


51. But though theſe Premiums given by the Truſtces 
had ſo wonderful an Effect, yet it is apprehended they 
eould not anſwer their Intention, which was to enlarge 
our Linen-Manufacture, unleſs at the Time that the Can- 
didates for the Premiums employed ſo many Hands to 
make that large Quantity of coarſe Linens, they did at the 


ſame Time import into the Kingdom a proportionable Quan- 


tity of Flax to ſupply thoſe new Manufactures, which it 


is very probable they did, in order to have the Material as 


cheap as poſſible, and unleſs they did alſo increafe the Num- 
ber of Spinners and Weavers. If they failed in thoſe 
Points, it does not appear, how they could increaſe the 
Value of our Manufactures: for as we are always ſtinted in 
the Quantity of Flax, never have enough to make. all the 
Linen we could, nor at any Time more than what is barely 
ſufficient to anſwer the preſent Manufactures; it follows 
from thence, that giving Encouragement to increaſe the 
Quantity of one Species of Linen, muſt of courſe at the 
ſame Time rob another Species of the Material and the 
Hands employed in it, and thus by diminiſhing one Spe- 
cies, as much as it enlarges another, would inſtead of in- 
creaſing the Value of our Manufactures, leſſen the Value of 
them conſiderably ; for the fame Flax and Hands employed 
in making fine Linens, would certainly yield more Value 
than if they were employed in making coarſe Linens ; but 


Jam well aſſured, that the Encouragement given for making 
. eoaric Linens, occaſioned the Importation of an extraor- 


dinary Quantity of Flax, and alſo increaſed the Number of 
Spinners and Weavers : for, as Women and Children may 
be taught to ſpin three Dozen Yarn in a Month or fix 
Weeks Time, they are eaſily brought to ſpin, when ſup- 
plied with Flax and paid for their Spinning. An Increaſe 
of Spinners and Weavers will naturally follow from the In- 
creaſe. of coarſe Linens, and which ought therefore to be 
encouraged; eſpecially, conſidering that our coarſe Linens 
are 


1 33 3 


are moſt in Demand, and are allowed a Bounty on Exporta- 

tion from England to its Colonies, free from all Duty on | 

Importation there, to which foreign Linens are ſubject. N 
From all which it is evident, that the making coarſe Linens [ | 


ſhould be chicfly encouraged, | i 
52. From hence it plainly follows, that without an In- #1 
creaſe of the Quantity of Flax for our Manufactures, and A 1 


an Increaſe of the Number of Spinners for working it up, 
we cannot expect an Increaſe of the Quantity and Value of 
our Linen- Manufactures, 


Fz. Having thus laid down the foregoing Obſervations, 
which are either evident in themſelves, or which, upon In- 
quiry and Reflection, will appear juſt and reaſonable ; I f 
ſhall now proceed to propoſe ſome Schemes to encourage ! 
the raiſing of Flax, and Flax-Secd, and for promoting the | 

1 

7 


Linen-Manufacture in all Parts of the Kingdom, and parti- 
cularly in thoſe, where it has not yet taken Place, or made 
but a ſmall Progreſs, all grounded on the foregoing Obſer- #1 
vations and Reaſonings. * it i 
Co 
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54] is propoſed, that the Truſtees of the Linen-Manu- 

| facture would be pleaſed to give the following Præ- | 

miums, or ſuch like, more or leſs, to ſnch Perſons in each | 

of the Provinces of Leinſter, Ulter, Munſter and Connaught, 
(the County of Clare being included in Connaught) who ſhall 
in the Year 1749. raiſe the greateſt Quantity of good mer- 

chantable Flax, in each of the faid reſpective Provinces ; . 
and produce before the faid Truſtees before Midſummer 
1750. due Proof by the Affidavits of credible Perſons, of 
the Weight of Flax fo raiſed and ſcutched by each of them 
reſpectively; which Premiums ſhall be determined and 
diſtributed at Midſummer 1750. to ſeven of the ſaid Com- 
| petitors 
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petitors in each Province, who ſhall appear to have raiſed 
the greateſt Quantities of Flax therein in the ſaid Year 1749. 
The ſaid Premiums to be given to the ſeveral Competitors, 
in Proportion to the Weight of merchantable Flax ſo raiſed 
by them reſpectively; he that hath raiſed the greateſt Quan- 


tity in his Province to have the firſt Premium, he who 
hath raiſed the ſecond greateſt Quantity to get the ſecond 


Premium, and fo in Proportion, the ſeven greateſt Quan. 


tities of Flax entitling their Owners to the Premiums in 
the Order herein ſet forth. 


55. The Premiums propoſed to be given are as follow: 


Leinſt. Ulſt. Munſt. Connat. 


; V 
n _ 8 100 100 100 100 


or the ſecon teſt 
80 e „„ 90 go. yo 
For the third greateſt - 
For the fourth - - 
. 
For the forth :-ee- 
For the ſeventh 6.510 


N 
Q 
O 
O 
EN 
O 
N 
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500 500 500 500 


Theſe Præmiums of 500 J. to each Province, amount in 
the whole to 20007. | 


56. It cannot be doubted but chat theſe Præmiums will 


raiſe a Spirit of Induſtry and Emulation, and ſet a great 


Number of People at work in each of the Provinces, to en- 


deavour to get one or other of thoſe Præmiums, and though 


but few can get them, yet many will ſtruggle hard for them, 
and by that Competition, the Kingdom muſt be furniſhed 
with a great Quantity of the Material, | | 


57. The want of Flax is the chief Hinderance and Im- 
pediment to the Increaſe of our ManufaQture, and therefore 
all Means ſhould be thought of to provide a conſtant Sup- 
ply of this Material. With this View the aforeſaid Præmi- 
ums are recommended, as the moſt likely Means of. fur- 
niſhing ſuch a plentiful Stock of Flax as may anſwer all 


our Demands ; for if they ſhould occaſion the raiſing, ed. 


> 
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all Probability they would, ) of ſix hundred Tons of Flax 


more yearly than «ley do at preſent, which, at forty Pounds 
a Ton, would be worth twenty-four thouſand Pounds, and 


which is twelve Times the Value of the Premiums given 


for raiſing it ; this Quantity of Flax worth twenty-four 
thouſand Pounds, when made into Linen would yield near 
two hundred thouſand Pounds, and would employ twenty- 
four Thouſand new Hands, and three thouſand ſix hundred 
more Acres, according to the Eſtimates before mentioned ; 
the Manufacture being computed to be eight Times the 
Value of the Material, and every ſix Acres computed to 
produce a Ton of Flax, and every Ton to give Employ- 
ment to forty Hands; and it can ſcarce be doubted, but 
that the Flax raifed by the Help of theſe Encouragements, 
would be twelve Times the Value of the Premiums. 


58. The Przmiums to encourage the making of coarſe 
Linens amounted to fifteen hundred Pounds, but the Linens 
made to obtain thoſe Præmiums contained nine hundred 
thouſand Yards, which computed at eight Pence a Yard at 
a Medium, were in Value thirty thouſand Pounds, which is 
twenty Times the Value of the Pramiums. | 
509. It is further recommended, that the Truffees ſhould en- 
ſure theſe Przxmiums for ſeveral Years to come, and publiſh 
| fuch Refolution in the public News-Papers, which would 
induce a great many to provide good Seed, and prepare 
proper Soil, for the raiſing 
in the Practice of it; they who ſhould fail to get a Premi- 
um one Year, would probably exert themſelves to get it 
another, eſpecially when they ſee theſe Premiums conſtant- 
Iy given to thoſe who moſt deſerve them. Due Notice ſhould 
be publiſhed early in every Spring, of the Premiums in- 
tended to be given for railing Flax in the following Year, 


chat People may have Time to prepare their Lands and 


provide good Seed ; and farther Notice ſhould be given at 
what Times all Competitors arc to exhibit to the Linen 
Board their reſpettive Claims, and Proofs of the Quantity 
of Flax raiſed by them within the Year, for which the Præ- 
minms are given; and at what Time the Pramiums will be 
determined and paid. | 


60. We never had, in the moſt fovourable and plentiful 
Scaſons, as much Flax of our own Growth, as was ſuſh- 


of Flax, and continue long 
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cient for our Manufactures; and when the Seaſon happen - 
ed to be bad, and our Stock of Flax abated, then our Ma- 
nufactures drooped and decreaſed ; and there was no other 
Relief to be had, but by procuring a large Quantity of Flax 
from other Countries; and thou we paid dear 657 it, yet 
it proved a great Benefit to the Kingdom; becauſe it ſtill 
enabled us to keep our Spinners at work, and by the La- 
bour of our People beſtowed on the Flax, it brought us a 
Profit of ſeven Parts in eight of the Value of the Linen 
made thereof. 


61. Though we ſhould take the beſt Meaſures to increaſe 
the Growth of Flax among us, yet we can never have too 
much of that Material, And if we ſhould raiſe more in 
any one Year than our Manufactures require, or our People 
can work up, and ſhould have a Surplus lying on our Hands ; 
yet a Year or two after, we ſhall generally meet with bad 
Seaſons, either too dry, or too wet, which may fo far leſ- 
ſen the Produce of Flax, that the Redundancy of former 
Years will not make good the Deficiency of the ſubſequent 
bad Seaſons. However, if we ſhould ever make ſuch a Pro- 
greſs in raiſing Flax, as to be able to ſupply all our Manu- 
factures, and have a. large Overplus beſides, it would be 
proper and very prudent to buy up in plentiful Years and lay 
up great Stores of Flax, as well to prevent the Price of 
Flax from falling too low, which would diſcourage the fu- 
ture raiſing of it, as to ſupply our Wants in Years of Scarci- 

And we ſhould conſider that Flax is eaſily kept in Stores, 
3 not take up much Room, and does not ſuffer, but is 
rather the better for keeping; and we may be always ſure 
of finding a Market for our redundant Flax in other Coun- 
tries. And if Flax ſhould fail in thoſe Countries that now 
ſupply us, in the ſame Year that it fails in this Kingdom, 
moſt of our Manufactures would be at a Stand, and our 
Trade in Danger of being ruined. 


62. But until we arrive at that happy Period of raiſing 
Flax in Abundance, we ſhould, in the mean Time, take 
the beſt Meaſure to guard againſt the worſt that may happen. 
Our Crops of Flax often fail by very dry, or very wet Sea- 
ſons, to the Loſs of half, or a third or fourth Part of the 
uſual Produce ; for this Reaſon it is our Buſineſs, as it is 
manifeſtly our Intereſt, to provide againſt the Want of Flax 
in ſuch failing Years, by encouraging the Importation of 


Flax 


451 


Flax from other Countries, in ſuch Quantities that our Spin- 
ners may not ſtand Idle from the Want of the Material. 
We may be fully ſatisfied, on due Enquiry, before the end 
of June in every Year, whether our Crops of Flax are like- 
ly to fail that Year; and when we are convinced that the 
Produce of Flax will that Seaſon fall ſhort, more or leſs, 
of the former uſual Quantities, in ſuch Caſe, it would ſhew 
a great Regard for the Welfare of the Linen- Manufacture, 
and. be a great Benefit and Service to the Nation, if the 
Truſtees would be pleaſed to offer and give a Bounty to 
ſuch Merchants, who ſhould firſt import in that Year from 
other Countries, a certain Quantity of good merchantable 
Flax; ſuppoſe three, four or five hundred Tons, or more, 
into ſuch Ports, and in ſuch Quantities, as they ſhall parti- 
cularly appoint, not exceeding in the whole a certain Num- 
ber of Tons, for which the Bounty ſhould be given; which 
Bounty may be three Pounds for every Ton ſo imported, 
or ſuch other Pramium as they ſhall think proper, to be 
paid in a Month or two after the Importation, on due 
Proof of the Quantity and Goodneſs of the Flax fo im- 


FBE into the particular Places appointed for that Pur- 
pole. | 
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63. This Bounty given by the Board for ſupplylng an 
extraordinary Stock of Flax in a Year of Scarcity, amounts 
on the largeſt Suppoſition of five hundred Jon before men- 
tioned, but to fifteen hundred Pounds, which, for ſo much, 
will be univerſally judged to be Money as well laid out for the 
Benefit of the Nation, as any other public Money whatſo- 
ever can poſlibly be; eſpecially when we conſider, that 
-this Expedient, our Spinners may be kept fully employed, 
notwithſtanding the Want of home-raiſed Flax, and thou 
they work on a foreign Material, yet ſeven Parts in eight of 
the Value of the Linen made of ſuch imported Flax, will 
ariſe from the Labour beſtowed thereon, and will be fa 
much real Gain and Profit to the Kingdom, The ſaid five 
hundred Tons of Flax, at the Rate of forty Pounds to the 
Ton, may coſt the Merchants twenty thouſand Pounds, but 
the Linen made thereof may {ell for one hundred and ſixty 
thouſand Pounds, by which the Nation would gain one 
hundred and forty thouſand Pounds, which might otherwiſe 
have been loſt from the Want of that Flax. 


10 


64. It would greatly encourage the Importation of Flax 
into this Kingdom, eſpecially in Years when our Crops fail, 
if the Truſtees of the Linen-ManufaQture would alſo be 
pleaſed to give the following Premiums to ſuch Merchants 
who ſhould import the greateſt Quantity of good merchant- 
able Flax, in a certain Time preſcribed by them, vix. 


To the Merchant who ſhould import the 1 L. 
greateſt Quantity of good merchantable 120 
Flax within the Time limited, not leſs (- 
than three Tons. 


For the Second greateſt Quantity Ditto - = 100 
%%% ˙ OT TIFI 
For me Fourth ot 0 
Z... PR ee 1 
For the Sixth: ol = 6860 
520 


65. The Premiums before mentioned, as well thoſe to 


be given to Merchants who ſhall firſt import a certain 


Quantity of Flax, as to thoſe who ſhall import the greateſt 
Quantity in a limited Time, are ſuppoſed to take place in 
ſuch Years only as the Truſtees, upon Enquiry, ſhall find 
that our Crops of Flax are likely to fail; and according to 
the Degree of Failure, may promiſe one or both Sets of 
Premiums to encourage the Importation in ſuch Years. 


Provided that no one Merchant, who ſhall get the firſt or 
ſecond Premium mentioned in one of the Liſts, ſhall be 
intitled to any other Premium mentioned in the other Liſt. 
And it cannot be doubted but that Merchants would import 


great Quantities, and in the due Seaſon, that they may be- 
come entitled to one or other of thoſe Bounties, by which 
1 the Spinners would be ſufficiently ſupplied with the 
Material. N 


66. In England and Scotland undreſſed Flax is allowed to 
be imported free of all Duty, in order to encourage the 
Manufacture of it. But in /reland a Duty of forty Shillings 


a Ton is charged on all undreſſed Flax imported, which is 
10 per Cent. on the Material, contrary to the Policy of all 
trading Nations, who always take care that no Duty ſhould 
lie on the Materials of their Manufactures, whether of their 
own or foreign Growth. Our Spinners work as cheap as 


any 


_ — 


any Spinners in Europe, and when they can get Flax cheap, 
the Yarn and the Linen made thereof will alſo become 
cheap; and then we can under-ſell other Countries and 
command the foreign Market, But when Flax becomes 
dear, the Yarn and Linen made thereof, will not fail to be 
roportionably dearer, and will conſequently obſtruct the 
Bale and leſſen the Profits of our Manufacture in foreign 
Markets. | 


67. As IT am upon the Article of Flax, I ſhall beg leave 
to obſerve, that ſome have fallen into a Method of magan- 
ing their Flax, in a manner very prejudicial to themſelves : 
As ſoon as they pull their Flax, they dry it in Sheaves in 
the Field, and then carry it home and put it into Stacks 
for the Winter, without watering it that Seaſon ; and this 
they do for the better Preſervation of the Seed ; which is 
contrary to the Practice of foreign Countries, and of the 
north of Ireland generally; where, as ſoon as the People 
pull their Flax, they let it ſtand in Sheaf in the Field for 
ſome Days to dry, and then ripple it, and take care to keep 
the Seed in the Boles, and turn it now and then on a Floor, or 
on Cloths in the Sun, whereby the Seed becomes ſoon out 
of Danger of heating, and keeps very dry in the Pods alf 
the Winter, now and then turning it, till it is fit to be 
thraſhed ; and proves as good as the Seed that is ſtacked, 


68. But as for the Flax, they carry it directly from the 
Field to the watering Ponds, where it will be fully ferment- 
ed, and watered in a few Days Time, the Softneſs of the 
Water in that Seaſon of the Year, in Juh and Augu/t, the 
Warmth of the Weather, and the then tender Nature of 
the Flax, all concurring to quicken the Fermentation and 
the due watering thereof, After which Operation, they 
graſs this Flax, which when dried will be fit for breaking, 
and will work more kindly and yield leſs Tow. Whereas 
on the contrary, they who put their Flax into Stacks to 
lie there all the Winter, with the Seed on it, and ripple 
the Seed off early in the Spring, find that Work to be more 
laborious by the Drineſs and Toughneſs of the Flax, than 
in the latter End of Summer. And when they proceed 
to water the Flax the latter End of Spring, they find the 
Water then cold and hard, and not ſo fit for Fermentation; 
in ſo much that it commonly taketh double the Time to 
Water it in that Seaſon, that it doth in the ſoft Seaſon in the 
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latter End of Summer, by Reaſon of the Stiffneſs and Harſh- 
neſs thereof; and the Flax is then more ſubje to be blown 
away by high Winds. And when they come to break, ſuch 
Flax, they find it ſtill much more difficult to break, than 
in the End of Summer, and to run much more into Tow on 
that Account. Beſides, they who ſtack their Flax durin 
the Winter, without watering it at the End of Summer, loſe 
the Uſe of their Flax for a whole Year, but they who water 
their Flax ſoon after it is pulled, can have the immediate 
Ule of it; © B Ee. eg a "iN 
69. We find by Experience, that good Flax cannot be 
raiſed but from good Flax-Seed ; and that if we intend to 
propagate the Growth of Flax, we muſt at the ſame time 
take proper Meaſures to raiſe a ſufficient Quantity of the 
Seed, which is of little Value in itſelf, but as it is the neceſ- 
ſary Means of furniſhing the former. Theſe two Articles 
of Induſtry muſt go Hand in Hand together, 


v0. The ſame Farmer who trafficks in one Sort, muſt 
traffick alſo in the other, and if he manages well, may find 
his Account in both; at one Time he may get as much by 
his Seed as by his Flax, and at other Times, and that more. 
commonly, get more by his Flax than by his Seed. 


71. I have before offered a Scheme to encourage the 
raiſing of Flax, I ſhall now propoſe another to encourage 
the Growth of Flax-Seed, as the neceſſary Means to in- 
ereaſe the former; and may be conſidered as Part of the 


faid Scheme, 
4 
8 C HE M E 
To Encourace 
The Rat of F LAX-SEED. 


1 Manufacture to give the following Priemiumis to the 
Growers of F lax-Seed, Vz. N 


To 


1 2 } 


To the Perſon who ſhall raiſe the greateſt Quantity .L. 
of good merchantable Flax-Seed in 1749. in 100 

_ Jreland, not leſs than 6 Barrels - - - 

For the Second greateſt Quantity Ditto - - 90 


For the Third 2 — 5 * - - - 80 
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73. It is alſo propoſed to give Premiums for raiſing the 
beſt Flax-Seed, which may be diſtributed into the follow- 
ing Claſſes, Viz." | ; * 
For the Firſt beſt Hogſhead of Flax- Seed of the 4. 
' Growth of the Year 1749. produced in Dublin, 5 3% 
For „ . "oe 
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74. The laſt Set of Præmiums are deſigned to put Far- 
mers on Methods of raiſing Flax- Seed to the greateſt Per- 
fection, which no doubt they will do to obtain the Præ- 
miums. And we may very well expect that all the Præ - 
miums before mentioned will ſet a great Number of Gentle- 
men and Farmers, all over the Kingdom, at Work, to come 
in for ſome one or other of the Præmiums, which will 

reatly enlarge our Stock of Secd, and conſequently of 
Flax. But that no body may be tempted to mind only the 
raiſing of Seed, and neglect the Growth of Flax, which is 
of moſt Conſequence ; it may be proper to make the fol- 
lowing Reſtriction, that where Seed is ſown after the 20th 
of April in any Year, neither the produce Seed, nor the 
Flax thereof, nor any Flax under 14 Inches in Length, 
ſhall be allowed to be brought into the Account or Return 
of any Competitor. 2 | | 
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75. Theſe Premiums for the Year 1749. may be deter- 
minced and payed in May and Zune 1750. upon due Proof 
by Affidavits of the Quantity of Seed fo raiſed by each Com- 
petitor, excluding all Seed ſown after the 2oth of April in 
any Year, and all Flax under 14 Inches in Length. 


76. It may be thought very difficult to determine the 
comparative Goodneſs of one Seed above another, when 
they appear equally fair to the Eye ; but we are to obſerve, 
that good Flax-Seed is known from the Colour, Fulneſs and 
Plumpneſs thereof, and bad Seed from its being thin, lank 
and light ; and when every other Circumſtance is equal, the 
Preference of one Parcel of Seed before another, ceteris 
paribus, may be well aſcertained by the greater Weight of 
one Seed aboye another. For this Purpoſe, take a Pint or 
a Noggin of each Sort, equally poured into Veſſels, and 
exactly ſtriked, and try which is heavieſt ; and you may 
conclude, that the heavieſt, having more Subſtance and Oil, 
is the beſt Seed. We find upon many Trials, that a Pint 
of the pooreſt Flax-Seed weighs about 8 Ounces, and a 
Pint of the beſt above 11 Ounces ; all the intermediate Kinds 
between thoſe Extremes, being good in Proportion, as they 
approach the greateſt Weight. Seed that has been heat. 
Ny or that has received much Water, ſwells and grows 
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light. 


77. When the Truſtees of the Linen-Manufacture im- 
ported large Quantities of Flax-Seed at their own Expence, 
and diſtributed it gratis among the People ; the Merchants 
greatly leſſened their Importation of it, fearing they ſhould 
not be able to ſell their Seed, when ſo much was given away 
without being paid for ; and the People who got the Seed, 
took no Care to preſerve the new Seed, in Hopes that they 
ſhould ſtill get Seed gratis from the Board the Year follow- 
ing. This Indulgence made many neglect the Preſervation 
of their Seed, and hindered our Merchants from importing 
from abroad the Quantity of Seed that was really wanted, 
and could not be procured at any Rate in the Sowing Sea- 
ſon. It is obſerved of thoſe who get Seed or any Thing elſe 
for nothing, that they ſeldom do any good with it, but they 
who perchaſe Seed, take due Care of its Produce both in 
Flax and Seed. And now we find, that ſince the Truſtees 
have ceaſed to import Seed themſelves, or give any away 
gratis, our Merchants import great Quantities of it yearly; 

| | | | 6647 
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and the People buy it all up, and take proper Care of the 
Produce thereof, | 


78. We import yearly about eleven thouſand Hogſheads 
of Flax-Sced, which. at forty Shillings the Hogſhead, coſt 
two and twenty thouſand Pounds ; and in 1747. we. im- 
ported three hundred and ſeventy {ix Tons of undreſſed Flax, 


which at forty Pounds the Ton, come to fifteen. thouſand - 


Pounds, Theſe are Articles of Expence well worth the 
ſaving, and which might be put in the Pockets of our own 
Farmers, if they were duly encouraged to raiſe large Quan- 
ties of Flax and Seed. 


79. Moſt of the Countries of Europe, viz. Germany, Hol- 
land, Flanders, France, England and Scotland, have eve 
Year a freſh Recruit of Flax-Seed from the Baltict, bores 
they find by Experience their native Seed and Flax degene- 
rate and grow worſe every Year. This is alſo our own 
Caſe, our home-raiſed Seed and Flax frequently degenerate, 
by reaſon of bad Seaſons, bad Huſbandry, or ſome other 
Cauſe, which creates a Neceſſity, and makes it incumbent 
on us to encourage the Importation of good foreign Seed, 
that we may never be in Want of fo uſeful a Commo- 
dity. 


80. I am informed, that North- America Seed anſwers near 
as well with us, as Seed from the Baltic; the Soil there 
being as rich and as natural for the Growth of Flax, and as 
much covered with Snow in Winter, and expoſed to as great 
a Heat of the Sun in Summer, as any Lands bordering on 
the Baltict; if this be the Truth of the Caſe, we ſhould not 
fail to encourage the Importation of Seed from North- Ame- 
rica, becauſe the Seed we get from thence is paid for by the 
Commodities we ſend thither in our own Ships; but all the 
Sced and Flax we purchaſe from the Baltict, are paid for in 
ready Money, without our ſelling any of our Commodities 
in Exchange for them. But wherever the beſt Sced is to be 

got, we ſhould from thence ſupply ourſelves : and it is from 

frequent Trials that we can judge which is beſt. But it is 
certain, that due Care is taken by the Magiſtrates in the ſe- 
veral Sea-Port- Towns in the Baltick, from whence Flax- 
Seed is exported, that no Seed {hall be ſuffered to be ex- 
ported from thence in Barrels marked with the Arms er 

other 
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other Seals of the Place, but what ſhall be found to be good 
and merchantable ; ſuch Caution they uſe to preſerve the 
Credit of their Goods, which is a great Security to the 
Buyer. But I do not hear, that any doch Care is taken in 
Naorth- America, to enſure the Goodneſs of their Seed. But 
wherever the beſt Seed is raiſed; this Caution ſhould be 
uſed to have it directly from thoſe Countries where it grows, 
and not from thoſe Places where it is afterwards ſown; as 
Holland and Flanders, from whence we can expect nothing 


but the ſecond or third Crop of Seed, which is then in a 
State of Degeneracy. | 


$1. The Nation receives much more Benefit by Flax-Seed 
than from Flax imported. A Barrel of Seed may coſt 
twenty Shillings, and ſo may half a hundred of Flax, but 
the Produce of Flax and Seed from that Barrel, if rightly 
managed, (computed at four hundred Weight of Flax and 
three Barrels of Secd) may be worth at leaſt eight Pounds 
Sterling, which is eight times the Value of the prime Coſt, 
and is {even hundred per Cent clear Profit to the Kingdom, 
though not ſo much to the Farmer. This Advantage we 
gain by Seed more than from Flax imported. But as to the 
Profit ariſing from the ſubſequent Management of foreign or 
home-raiſed Flax, it may be equal in both, viz. ſeven. hun- 


dred per Cent over and above the prime Coſt, as is before ſet 
forth.” SEO ; 12 ; 


82. Since we may receive ſuch greatBenefit by making Uſe 
of foreign Seed, (the prime Coſt being very ſmall in Compa- 
riſon of the Profit that may accrue by the ſubſequent Ma- 
nagement thereof) and in Regard we cannot expect good 
Flax or Seed but from good Flax-Seed, it is manifeſtly our 
Intereſt to encourage the Importation of good Seed, and 
therefore it is humbly recommended to the Truſtees of the 
Linen-Manufacture to give Premiums for one or two Years 
to come to fuch Merchants, as ſhall import the greateſt 
Quantities of good merchantable Flax-Seed from the Baltick 
or North- America into Ireland; excluding ſlack Seed, as it is 
called, of the Baltick or any other Country, from any Share 
in ſuch Premiums, ſuch Seed being light, lank, and poor, 


and fit only for Oil- Mills. Which Præmiums may be ſuch 
as follow, viz, | | 


To 


l 


To the Merchant who ſhall import the greateſt 15 


Quantity of good merchantable Flax- Seed - 


from the Baltick, or North America, in the (12 


Year 1749. b 
For the Second greateſt Quantity Ditto - 100 
For the Third greateſt Quantity Ditto - — 90 
For the Fourth Ditto 7 ß oe of 
1 l———xT— ˙— . ²˙² 190 
For the Sixth Do 60 


» $20 


83. Theſe Præmiums ſhould be publiſhed in the begin- 
ning of the Year 1749, and determined and paid in the be- 
ginning of the Year 1750, upon due Proof made by the Com- 
petitors of the Quantity of ſuch Seed imported by them 
reſpectively in 1749, and fold by them to the Flax Growers 
in this Kingdom, . which will prevent their exporting the 
Seed after they have got the Premium. 


84. It cannot be doubted but that theſe Premiums will 
encourage the Importation of a great Quantity of Sced, 
and give us ſuch a Stock of good Seed as may laſt ſeveral 
Years, without the Neceſlity of importing large Quantities 
every Year ; though it may be adviſable to import ſome 
Quantity yearly, that we may always have a Stock of foreign 
Seed, which may ſupply our Wants on the Degeneracy of 
our OWN. * 


85. A large Importation of Seed will have this good Ef- 
fect that it will come cheap to the Farmers, who finding fo 
many Premiums promiſed for raiſing Flax, raiſing Sced, 
dreſſing of Flax, and working it up into coarſe Linens, will 
undoubtedly exert themſelves to obtain ſome or other of 
thoſe Premiums, -by which means the Kingdom will be ſup- 
plied with a great Stock of the Material, which is the main 
thing ee, to promote and extend the Linen- Manufacture 
among us. 


86. Tho? it is adviſed for the preſent to give Premiums to 
encourage the Importation of Flax and Seed, yet we have 


good Reaſon to hope, that if the Methods herein recom- 


mended be carried into Execution, we ſhall be able to raiſe 
Flax and Seed our ſelves in ſuch Quantities, and in ſuch 
Perfection, as not to ſtand in need of a Supply of either 
from any other Country. 
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ll, DIRECTIONS 


For ſetting up the 


LINEN-MANUFACTURE 


uf 4 ; : | 1N 


PLacrs where it is not yet carried on. 


87. HEN it is intended to ſet up the Linen-Manu- 
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| facture in any Place, it is ſuppoſed, that there are 
| a great Number of Women and Children in ſuch Place, and 


in the Neighbourhood thereof, who would be willing to ſpin 
if they were well paid for their Labour. Neceſſity firſt obliges 
People to work, and the Support they receive from their 
Work, makes it eaſy and agreeable to them, and Spinning 


is found to be the moſt eaſy Labour of all others to Women 
and Children. | 


_— — 


88. The firſt Step to be taken is to engage the Women 
and Children to ſpin ; and, for this Purpoſe, Flax and 
Wheels ſhould be provided. The Flax ſhould be raiſed in 
Pleaty in and near thoſe Places, by furniſhing the poor 
People with Sced, and inſtrufting them in the right Way of 
managing their Sced and Flax; and, until they have Flax 
ſufficient of their own railing, it would be proper to buy up, 
and bring Flax from other Places, that the People may not 
be idle from the Want of the Material. Poor People may 
not be able at firſt to purchaſe Wheels or Flax to work with, 
in ſuch Caſe it would be proper for the Landlord to ſup- 


tl; ply them with Wheels, as well as with Flax z which Ex- 


pence the Spinners would be able to reimburſe him after- 
wards by the Profits they would receive by their Yarn. 


89. Having provided Flax and Wheels to work with; the 
next care is to get Spinners. We find by Experience, 
that a young Woman, or a Boy orGirl nine Years old, may 
be taught to ſpin three or four Dozen Yarn in fix Weeks, 
or two Months Time at fartheft, and that a good Spinner 
may be hired to inſtru Children to ſpin to the ſaid Fine- 
nels, for the Allowance of two Shillings at moſt for each 


Child, 


[27] 


Child, with the Benefit of their Work for the Time; and 


alſo that a good Spinner may eaſily teach fifty Children or 
more in a Year, 


go. When Women and Children are taught to ſpin, and 
are furniſhed with Flax and Wheels, they will not fail to 
work, if the Yarn is taken off their Hands; the receiving 
ready Money weekly for their Yarn will encourage them to 
ſpin as much as they can, and their Parents will urge them 
to it on account of the Help they receive thereby to maintain 
their Children. Therefore proper Meaſures ſhould be taken 
to buy up at the Market Price all the Yarn as faſt as it is 
ſpun : This is the only Difficulty that attends the Buſineſs 
of Spinning in its Infancy ; but it is a Difficulty that muſt 
of Neceſlity be overcome, for Spinners will be diſcouraged 


from working, if they have not a conſtant Vent for their 
Yarn. | 


91. To obviate this Inconveniency, the Gentleman who 
8 to ſet up the Manufacture, ſhould in the Beginning 
uy up on a certain Day in a Week or Fortnight, all the Yarn 
ſpun there, which he may diſpoſe of to Advantage at ſome 
other Place where Yarn Merchants reſort; but this Trou- 
ble will be but of a ſhort Continuance, becauſe there are a 
great Number of Yarn Merchants all over the Kingdom, 
who never fail to reſort to thoſe Places where they can find 
Yarn ;z and when once a Yarn Market is eſtabliſhed, them 
Spinning will go on with Succeſs ; the Spinners will find a 
conſtant Vent for their Yarn, and the Merchants will be 
furniſhed with what Yarn they want, to their mutual Ad- 
vantage. This is the only ſure Foundation to eſtabliſh a 
Linen-Manufacture upon; when Yarn can be had in Plenty, 
then Weaving, Bleaching, and all other Parts of the Work 
may be eaſily carried on; and we find by Experience, that 
all Attempts to ſet up the Linen- Manufacture in any Place, 
have conſtantly failed, where Spinners did not abound, 
and where Yarn could not be got nigh at hand ; the Expence 
of buying up Yarn in diſtant Parts, with the Trouble of 
Carriage, the Uncertainty of a Supply, and the Want of 
oper Aſſortments of Yarn for the Weavers, having defeat- 
ed all fuch Schemes for weaving and making Linen, 


92. Several Gentlemen in Mun/ter and Leinſler havo en- 
deavoured, at a great Expence, to ſet up the Lincn-Manu- 
facture on their Eſtates, They brought Weavers from the 
q | D 2 North, 


[ 28 ] 
North, built them Houſes to live and work in, furniſhed 
them with Looms, Bleach - Houſes, Bleach - Yards, and 
other Conveniencies ; but all their Attempts came to no- 
thing, becauſe they failed in laying the true Foundation; 
they neglected to encourage the raiſing of Flax, and Spin- 
ning, which is the firſt thing that ought to have been done ; 
and as Yarn could not be got at the Place, the Weavers muſt 
of courſe ſtand idle, and the bringing of Yarn from diſtant 
Provinces was ſuch a Clog on the Work, that the Under- 
takers were great Loſers : to begin with Weaving, without 
a certain Supply of Yarn at hand, was prepoſterous. They 
began at the wrong End ; their firſt Work ſhould have been 
to have raiſed Flax and Yarn on their Eſtates, and to have 
eſtabliſhed a Yarn - Market; when that is effected, then 


Weaving, and all other Parts of the Manufacture, may be 
carried on with Eaſe and Profit. 


93. The giving ſevgral ſmall Premiums at ſeveral Times in 
the Year, to thoſe who bring the greateſt Quantities of Flax 
and Yarn to the Markets and Fairs of any Town, where it is 
intended to ſet up the Linen · Manufacture, would greatly 
contribute to ſupply the Spinners and Weavers with Mate- 
rials for their Work, and ſoon eſtabliſh a Yarn-Market there 
which is the main and ſure Foundation of the Linen-Manu- 


facture. Such Præmiums would ſet many People at work, 
who are now quite idle. 


94. It is the Intereſt, and ſhould be the Buſineſs, of 
every Gentleman, to take care that all the Women and 
Children on his Eſtate ſhould be conſtantly employed in Spin- 
ning, unleſs more neceſſary Work require their Attendance : 
a Child may earn a Shilling a Week by its Labour, which 
would be a great Help to the Parents, and would anſwer 
more than the Expence of maintaining the Child ; and the 
Children of poor People would be ſo far from being an In. 
cumbrance on their Parents, that they would become a new 

Fund of Wealth to them by being employed in Spinning; 
which would turn alſo to the Advantage of the Landlord, 
whoſe Rents. are always paid by the Labour of the Poor. 
It is from the Increaſe of Spinners and Flax that we muſt 
expect an Increaſe of the Linen- Manufacture. 


„ 05. The Scots, by their Intercourſe with Holland and 
| Germany , introduced into Scotland the Art of Spinning and 


making 
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making Linen, and though it made but a flow Progreſs for 

many Years, yet it was continually ſpreading over that King- 

dom; the Profit ariſing in one Place, inducing their Neigh- 
bours to follow the ſame Buſineſs, which afforded fo good 

a Livelihood. By which means the common People be- 

came ſkilled in the Linen- Manufacture. Many People from 
Scotland came into Ireland in the Reigns of King James and 
King Charles the Firſt, and ſettled in Der with their Families, 

where they ſet up the Linen- Manufacture in the ſame manner 

they had practiſed in their own Country, and inſtructed our 
Natives in the ſame Art. After the Reſtoration many more 

came over, and carried on the fame Manufacture: but at 

the Revolution, when the Natives quitted the North of Ire- 
land, and retired Southwards, vaſt Numbers came from 
Scotland, and ſettled in the deſerted Places in Ver, to the 

great Advantage of this Kingdom; for as they ſettled here 

and occupied the Lands, they at the ſame Time carried on 

the raiſing and {pinning of Flax, and making of Linen, 

as they had done before in Scotland; at this Time the 

People of Ireland made ſo little Linen, that moſt of their 

Conſumptions in that kind was imported from France, Hol- 

land, and Scotland; but in a few Years afterwards and before 

the Year 4704, the Linen: Manufacture ſpread. ſo much ia 

the North of Freland, from one County to another, eſpeci- 

ally by the Help of ſome French Refugees that ſettled there, 

that we made Linen almoſt ſufhcient for our own Conſump- 

tion; and by the Encouragement given afterwards by the 

Public, and the Care of the Truſtees appointed for that 

Purpoſe, the Progreſs of that Manufacture was fo great in the 

Year 1708, that we made Linen enough for our own Uſe 3 

and ſince that Time we have ſo far improved and enlarged 

our Manufactures every Year, that we now export great 

Quantities of Yarn and Linen, to the Value of half a Million 

Sterling at leaſt, over and above what is ſufficient for our 

home Conſumption. 


96. As our Linen- Manufacture firſt began in thoſe Coun- 
ties of Ulzter which are next adjoining to Scotland, it hath 
ſince extended itſelf to all the Counties of Uſer, and taken 
firm Footing there; it has alſo made good Progreſs in all 
the Counties of Leinſter and Connaught bordering on Ulſter * 
where by means of their Neighbourhood they foon learned 
the Art,, and carried forward the fame Manufattures that 
their Neighbours did: and when the 1 


1128 1 


mall have taken good footing in the ſaid Counties, it will 


naturally extend it ſelf to the next adjoining Counties South- 
wards : for it may be reckoned as a certain Maxim, that all 
Manufactures of this kind left to themſelves ſpread by De- 
grees, and always to the adjacent Parts firſt : all Attempts 
to carry it at once from the North to the South, as it were 
per ſaltum, have proved ineffectual; nor will ever have any 
good Effect, unleſs extraordinary Meaſures be firſt taken to 
increaſe the Number of Spinners and the Growth of Flax, and 
to eſtabliſh a Yarn-Market in ſuch Places where it is intend» 
ed to be ſet up; and when ſuch Meaſures are taken, the 
Manufacture may thrive there in a ſhort Time, without 
waiting for the gradual Progreſs of it from North to South, 


which muſt be very ſlow in its natural Courſe, 


NEW 
METHODS 
| PROPOSED FOR 
u AI INS FLAL 


97. AS the raiſing great Quantities of Flax is a Matter of 
| great Importance to us, I ſhall mention a Method 
entirely new, that Promiſes the greateſt Succeſs, with little 
or no additional Expence, which took its Riſe from the fol- 
lowing Occaſion. | | 


98. A Gentleman in the Country being deſirous to raiſe 
ſome Hemp, pitched upon a Piece of Ground about half an 
Acre, for that Purpoſe, which was naturally very poor and 
ſhallow ; but being apprized of the Benefit which all plowed 
Land receives by being folded with Sheep, he took care to 
fold that Piece of Ground with about 200 Sheep every 
Night for two Months together in the Summer, keeping 
them incloſed at Night within Pens on ſmall Parts of the 
Field, until he had folded the whole Ground, and enriched 
it with the Dung and Stale of his Sheep; he after gave it 
due Tillage, and ſowed his Hemp in the Spring, and had 


a very great Crop from ſo unpromiſing a Soil. 


99. This 


( 31 1 
99. This Inſtance ſnews what a rich Manure the Dung 


and Stale of Sheep are to a poor Soil, and much more to a 
ood one: and if it anſwers ſo well for Hemp, we may rea- 


onably expect, that it will ſerve much better for Flax. The 


folding with Sheep is one of the principal Improvements in 
England for their arable Land, which being thus manured 
yields two or three Crops of Corn and good Paſture after ; 
but in Ireland, though we have great Flocks of Sheep, yet 
we make little or no Uſe of them in our Huſbandry. 


* 
too. The ſame Gentleman, who had ſuch Succeſs in his 
Crop of Hemp, has thisYear plowed up, and penfolded with 
Sheep near five Acres, with an Intention to ſow them with 
Flax-Sced this next Spring. 


101. We have begun in ſeveral Places to raiſe great Quan- 
tities of Turneps, to feed Sheep and black Cattle, which 
turns to a great Account; and when Turnep-Ground is fed 
with Sheep, and the Sheep penfolded therein, it makes the 


richeſt Soil for producing Hemp, Flax, or any Kind of 


Grain. 


102. It is earneſtly recommended to all Gentlemen and 
Farmers who have Flocks of Sheep, to ſet out one, two, 
three or more Acres every Years and to penfold the ſame 
with Sheep for two Months the latter End of Summer, in 
order to enrich the Ground with the Manure of the Sheep ; 
and to plow it up in Summer or before Winter, and by ſub- 
ſequent Plowings and good Harrowings to prepare it for 
Flax-Seed early in the Spring : and if all be well ma- 
naged, and ſown properly with good Seed, they may well 
expect a great Crop of Seed and Flax, worth from ten to 
twenty Pounds an Acre. ; 


103. An Acre of ſuch Flax as it ſtands in the Field in 
Juh, may fell for ten Pounds; and if the Flax be ſcutched 
and heckled it may be worth twenty Pounds an Acre. 
And this Land thus made Uſe of for Flax, will yield two 
good Crops of Corn and good Paſture: after, by ſowing it 
with Graſs-Seeds. By purſuing this Piece of Huſbandry, 
thoſe Parts of the Kingdom which are ſtocked with Sheep, 
and produce but little Flax, may in a ſhort Time with little 
or no Expence raiſe great Quantities of Flax and Seed, with 


this Advantage, that in Lands ſo folded with Sheep, hey 
| Ps need 
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1 
need not fear that the Flax or Seed will degenerate, but on 
the contrary may far outdo any imported from abroad. 


104. A very intelligent Farmer in the County of Car, 
who fows great Quantities of Land with Turnep- Seed, does 
not buſh- harrow the Ground after he ſows it, agreeable to 
the common Practice, but harrows the Land with Sheep in 
the following Manner: In June or Fuly, very early in the 
Morning, about 3 O'Clock, when the Dew is on the Ground, 
he ſows his Sced with an even Hand on the moiſt Ground, 
perhaps an Acre at a Time, plowed in Ridges fifteen Feet 
wide; in an Hour or two after, with the Aſſiſtance of 
two or three Men, he drives about three hundred Sheep on 
thoſe Ridges, beginning at one End of them, and when they 
have gone up one Ridge, he then drives them down the 
next, and fo on till they have thus beaten and traverſed the 
whole Ground, which may perhaps take half an Hour to do, 
going but once over every Ridge : by this Method the 
plowed Land is broken very fine by their Feet, and the Seed 
well and evenly covered in the moiſt Ground, and not liable 
to be deſtroyed by Birds. By this Expedient his Turneps 
have always proved cxtraordinary good. 


105. It is recommended to thoſe who intend to fow 
any conſiderable Quantity of Land with Flax - Seed, to fow 
it very early in the Morning, when the Dew is on the 
Ground ; and immediately after, inftead of drawing a Buſh 
over it, to drive a Parcel of Sheep up and down the Ridges, 
which ſhould be broad; this will break the Soil fine, cover 
the Seed to a proper Depth, and every Grain will grow, 
and not be ſubject to be deſtroyed by Birds. 5 


106. It is found of great Uſe. to all Lands fown with 
Corn of any kind, when the Blade is fix or ſeven Inches 
high, to drive Sheep in like manner along the Ridges, to 
fine the Land, and to preſs it cloſer to the young Roots, 
and thereby prevent the Froſts and drying Winds from hurt- 
ing the tender Roots. This Piece of Huſbandry may be of 
Uſe to forward the Growth of Flax. 


METHODS 


I 
METHODS 
| OF LATE | 
Made uſe of with SUCCESS to extend 


THE 
LINEN-MANUFACTURE. 


107. IN many Parts of this Kingdom, Gentlemen and 
| U Traders have entered into Subſcriptions, and give 

Premiums to thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves beſt in every 
Branch of the Linen-Manufacture : at Belſaſt and Liſburn 
they give Premiums ſeveral Times of the Year, to thoſe 
who produce the 'beſt Piece of Twenty Hundred Cloth, 
Nineteen Hundred Cloth, Eighteen Hundred, and ſo on to 
a Twelve Hundred Cloth, provided the ſame be of ſtatutable 
Breadth, and of equal Fineneſs in all its Parts. This has 
had a good Effect, many People ſtrive, for the ſake of the 
Premiums, and the Credit of obtaining them, to out-do 
one another, and ſo make better Cloth ; and the Com- 
petitors take care to make them according to the Breadth 
required by Act of Parliament, which helps to prevent 
thoſe Abuſes which penal Laws cannot effect. 


108. At Waterford, and ſome other Places, where a few 
Years ago there was no ſpinning, they have greatly encou- 
raged poor Women and Children to ſpin, by giving ſmall 
Præmiums ſeveral Times in the Year to thoſe who ſpin moſt 
and beſt Yarn of the ſeveral Degrees of Fineneſs, and by 
buying up all the Yarn they ſpin. 


109 Sir Richard Cox, by giving Premiums to Spinners, 
Weavers and Bleachers, and by eſtabliſhing a Yarn Market 
at Dunmanway, has greatly promoted the Linen Manufacture 
in that Country, which the People were utter Strangers to 
before, but are now put in a Way of getting an honeſt and 
comfortable Livelihood. 


110. In many 


excecdingly ; and now they fell to the Value of ſome hun- 
dred Pounds on a Market oy ; in ſome Places the Market 
| | | is 


of our Market Towns Yarn Markets 
have been ſet up, they no ſooner began, but they throve 


_ 


— 


—— — - 
- - 


— WO. 


— — 
— 


— 


— 
» 


l 6 


— 


— — 5 


e 
- 

——ä——6 — 4 
Rad 8 


— — , r . GG 
, 4 1 _ — — L—ꝗ 


— JW At. Ae 
N —U—— — - — — — 
2 m £ . 


_- <i —— — — 


* 5 
„5 = 
an 


2 —— 


— 
2 „ 
a 

2 


— 


— 


— — ü——ä— 2 — . —' 
a CT 


- — > 
— — 


— 
— 


* 
* 
— 
. 


—— — 
a © 
* 
GS > 
— 


* 
1 

{ 

4 

. 

181 3 
F 0 
ff 

4 
* = 
«7 
I. — 
! 

U 

* 


Lt 34 4 


is kept but once a Month, in others once a Fortnight, and in 
ſome once a Week; there never fail to be Buyers whete any 
Quantity of Yarn can be got; which ſets all the Women and 
Children a ſpinning, as they are ſure of getting ready Money 
for their Work. 


111, We have made a great Progreſs in every Branch of 
the Linen-Manufacture, except Flax-Drefling, which having 
been left to the Management of the Country-People, they 
from the Want of Skill, and proper Inſtruments, in a great 
Meaſure ſpoiled their Flax, and loſt their Time; or if they 
employed itinerant Flax - Dreſſers, they ran a great Riſk of 
being cheated and abuſed, and having their Flax ſpoiled: 
Flax-Dreſſing, which includes the Breaking, Scutching, and 
Heckling of Flax, is a particular Art and Trade, and requires 
Skill, Experience, and proper Inſtruments; 


112. When Flax is well dreſſed, and fitted for every De- 
gree of Fineneſs, the Spinner can with Eaſe ſpin a much greater 
Quantity of Yarn, and in leſs Time, than in ſpinning ſuch 
Flax as is unſkilfully dreſſed, in doing which the Thread is 
always breaking, full of Lumps, and conſequently always 
uneven. 


113, To obviate the Inconveniencies arifing from the 
Want of {killful Flax-dreſſers in all Parts of this Kingdom, 
the Truſtees of the Linen-Manufatture have erected at the 
Work-houſe in Dublin a Seminary of Flax-dreflers, conſiſting 
of Thirty Boys, under the Direction of Mr. Ewing, who 
employs ſkillful Workmen to inſtruct them, and by their be- 
coming well ſkill'd in Flax- dreſſing, and being conſtantly at 
Work, he is able to furniſh a great Part of the Country, as 
well as the City of Dublin, with Flax well dreſſed, and 
heckled to any Degree of Fineneſs deſired; and the Spin- 
ners would much rather uſe his Flax, than any they can get 
in the Country, finding that they can ſpin more and better 
Yarn with his Flax, and without any Loſs of Time, than 
with Flax of their own Dreſſing. 


114. The Truſtees have alſo encouraged ſeveral Perſons 
recommended to them, to ſet up Shops for dreſſing Flax in 
ſeveral Market- Towns, by giving them Heckles and allow- 
ing them a Præmium of Five Pounds for every Ton of Flax 
they ſhall dreſs and heckle in a {killful Manner, not exceed- 
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ing four Tons. It would tend greatly to enlarge the Linen- 
Manufacture, if in every large Market-Town, and particu- 
larly in every County Town, ſome ſkilful Flax-Dreſſers 
were ſet up, who being Men of ſome Subſtance, ſhould not 
only dreſs at a reaſonable Rate all Flax brought to them, 
but ſupply the poor People of the Country with well dreſſed 
Flax to ſpin, and buy their Yarn from them ; which would 
eſtabliſh a Yarn-Market in the Place, than which nothin 
would contribute more to promote the Linen-Manufacture 
among them. 


115. The fore-mentioned Seminary of Flax - Dreſſers 

eſtabliſhed at the Work-Houſe, will in a little Time furniſh 
yearly ten ſkilful Flax-Dreſſers, who may be ſent to the 
Market-Towns that want them, and there carry on that Bu- 


ſineſs upon due Encouragement, to the great Benefit of thoſe 
Places. 


116. It is recommended to the Managers of Charter and 
Charity-Schools to employ the Boys and Girls under their 
Care, at leaſt two Thirds of their Time while at School, in 
ſpinning Flax and Wool ; which wauld early enure them to 
Labour, and contribute greatly to leſſen the Charge of their 
Maintenance ; Part of their Work may go towards their 
own Cloathing, and the reſt to publick Sale, for the Uſe of 
the School, or in Premiums to the Children; and it would 
be a great Encouragement to the Children, if ſmall Præ- 
miums were given to them while at School, and large Præ- 
miums when they leave it, according to their reſpective 
Merits, | | 5 | 


117. The Truſtees, in order to encourage the Raiſing of 
Flax, have given a Premium of ten Shillings for every hun- 
dred Weight of Flax brought to Dublin worth five and thirty 
Shillings ; and eight Shillings for every hundred Weight 
worth thirty Shillings ; and fix Shillings for every hundred 
Weight worth five and twenty Shillings, without any other 
Limitation theſe Premiums may be of Service for a few 
Years ; but if Flax ſhould be raiſed in great Quantities, as 
may be expected, from the Premiums before mentioned in 
this Treatiſe, their whole Fund could not anſwer theſe Præ- 
miums ſo indefinitively given: as ten Pounds a Ton Pra- 
mium on fifteen hundred Tons of Flax, comes to fifteen 


thouſand Pounds, It is therefore proper in all Caſes of Pra- 
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mlums to limit the Sum to be given, and the Quantity and 
Value of the Article for which they are given. 


118. The great Diſtribution of Wheels, Reels, Heckles 
and Looms, which the Truſtees make yearly throughout the 
Kingdom, cannot fail of increaſing the Number of our Spin- 
mers, Flax Dreſſers and Weavers, and of raiſing a Spirit of 
Induſtry among them, ſo that it is hoped, that no Perſon 
who is able and willing to work, ſhall want Materials, In- 
ſtruments or Encouragement, to be of Uſe to themſelves and 
the Publick. e 


M E T H O D 8 
PROPOSED 
To prevent FRAUDS and ABUSES 


IN THE 
LINEN-MANUFACTURE. 


119. JN all Countries, where the Linen and Woolen- 
Manufactures flouriſh, proper Regulations are eſta · 
bliſhed to prevent and puniſh Frauds and Abuſes in thoſe 
Manufactures. For that Purpoſe certain Perſons of Skill and 
Honeſty, who give Security for their good Behaviour, are 
appointed to examine the Length, Breadth and Fabrick of 
their Cloths, and if they find them to be made according to 
Law, they ſtamp them with their Seals, Names and other 
Marks, which are a Security to the Buyer, and ſo preſerve 
the Credit of their Manufactures. But if the Cloths . ſhould 
be fraudulently marked, and the Buyer be injured by the 
Negligence or Fraud of the Officer, ſuch. Officer is ſeverely 
puniſhed, and not only obliged to make full and immediate 
Satisfaction, but loſes his Employment, and in ſome Places 
is alſo corporally puniſhed. And in their publick Markets 
for the Sale of thoſe Cloths, they appoint certain Places and 
Hours for Buying and Selling, of which the Ringing of a 
Bell gives Notice, and they who preſume to buy or ſel out 


. 
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of thoſe Hours and Places, are ſubject to a Penalty for ſuch 
Tranſgreſſion. 


120. Regulations of the like Nature are very neceſſary to 
prevent Abuſes in our Linen-Trade. Complaints are fre- 
quently made againſt ſeveral of our Lappers, for Sealing un- 
merchantable and damaged Cloth, which is too narrow in 
the Breadth, or defective in the Length, or coarſer in one 
Part than another, or hath many Holes and Rents, or is 
ſpoiled by exceſſive and unſkilful Rubbing, or by being lap- 
ped up wet or damp, or diſguiſed by Chalk - duſt or Flower. 
Theſe Faults are often concealed by the Lappers, and do 
not appear on the Lap of the Cloth, by which Means the 
Merchant who purchaſes ſuch Cloth, as good and mer- 
chantable on the Credit of the Seals, is greatly deceived 
and injured. 


121. Theſe Frauds committed by Lappers bring a Diſ- 
credit on all our Linens. The Lappers are required by 
Law carefully to examine every Picce of Linen brought to 
them to be lapped, and if they find any Faults in them, they 
are to fold them up in ſuch a Manner, that the Faults, if 
there be any, may appear in the Lap-Yard, or ſome other 
Part, ſo that the Buyer may not be deceived. The Lappers 
Stamps on Cloth ought to be looked upon as ſo many pub- 
lick Teſtimonies and Vouchers for the Goodneſs thereof ; 
and if a Lapper ſhould fraudulently conceal Faults, he would 
be guilty of a great Breach of publick Truſt, and deſerve a 
ſeyere Puniſhment. Merchants who buy great Quantities of 
Linen, cannot be ſuppoſed to have Time to open and examine 
every Piece they buy, they have nothing to depend upon 
but the Honeſty of the Lapper, and the Credit of his Seal ; 
but if he ſhould lap fraudulently, the Merchant loſes his 
Credit abroad, and is obliged to make Satisfaction for the 
Fraud of the Lapper, without being able to make himſelf 
Amends by getting him puniſhed ; which is a Work fo dif- 
_ ficult, tedious and expenſive, that it is not thought worth 


while to be at that Trouble; for which Reaſon Complaints 


are but ſeldom made, and the Lappers eſcape unpuniſhed. 


122. The Seals of Lappers were deſigned to be Teſts of 
the Goodneſs of our Linen, but by the fraudulent Practices 
of Lappers in concealing Faults, they are perverted from 
their proper Uſe, and become the real Cauſes of thoſe wm 
| | | chiets 
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chiefs which they were deſigned to prevent. Penal Laws 
to oblige People to be honeſt ſeldom have a good Effect; 
but make it their Intereſt to be honeſt, and they will be 
ſo. If there was no Lapping at all, then People would 
examine all Linen they buy, and avoid being cheated ; but 
Seals put into the Hands of poor People give a Sanction to 
their Frauds, which they will not fcruple to commit, while 
they have Hopes of concealing the Fraud, or avoiding the 
Puniſhment ; and if they ſhould be ſtripped of their Seals, 
they only part with what is hardly worth their while to keep. 
Yet the Credit of our Linen- Manufacture at preſent wholy 
depends on the good Management of Lappers, whoſe Po- 
verty expoſes them to all Temptations to be diſhoneſt. 


123. AllStamps ordered by publick Authority ought to be 
held ſacred, and Frauds in the Uſe of them ſhould be ſeverely 
puniſhed. - They are like falſe Coining, and putting the 
King's Image and Arms on falſe Metal. But though theſe 
Male-Practices of Lappers ought to be condemned and pu- 
niſhed, yet the Lappers are not wholly without Excyſe ; we 
lead them into Temptation, and put them almoſt under a 
Neceſſity of being diſhoneſt. The Number of Lappers in 
the Manufacturing Counties is ſo great, that no common 
Lapper can get his Bread by a faithful Diſcharge of his Du- 
ty ; he cannot honeftly get above ſix, eight, or ten Pounds 
a Year for his Trouble ; he is obliged to attend at his own 
Houſe certain Days in the Week, and in other Days to go 
to the Manufacturers Houſes to lap their Linen: his whole 
Time is taken up, and yet he cannot maintain himſelf by 
the Perquiſites of his Office, many other Lappers plying in 
the ſame Diſtrict, and going about the Country to get Buſi- 
neſs, intercept his Profits; ſo that he is under a ſtrong 
Temptation af making up by Fraud and Bribes, what he 
cannot get by an honeſt Diſcharge of his Duty. Moſt of the 
common Lappers lye under the ſame poor Circumſtances, 
they all ſtrive to get as much Buſineſs as they can, and none 
can get as much as will make it worth their while to be ho- 


neſt. This gives the fraudulent Manufacturer an Opportu- 


nity of finding out a fraudulent Lapper for his Purpoſe, 
they ſoon underſtand one another, and combine to cheat 
all they deal with. By theſe Means the fraudulent Lappen 
gets moſt of the Buſineſs, which puts other Lappers, who 
might otherwiſe continue honeſt, under the Neceny of 
tak 
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practiſing the ſame Frauds, to get where withal to live; and 
ſo moſt of them become diſhoneſt. | | 


124. Notwithſtanding theſe great Evils our Linen-Ma- 
nufacture labours under, there is an obvious Remedy to pre- 
vent all thoſe Temptations to Diſhoneſty. And that is to 
reduce the preſent Number of Lappers, who are perhaps 
ſix times more than are neceſſary for the Service of the 
Country, and to aſſign ſuch a Diſtrict to each Lapper as may 
bring him in forty, fifty, ſixty or eighty Pounds a Year for 
his Trouble in Lapping and Stamping. This Expedient 
will remove all Temptation to Diſhoneſty. A Man who 
has an Employment worth forty or ſixty Pounds a Year, 
will not run the Riſk of loſing ſo beneficial an Employment 
for ſome paltry Bribe, a large onc cannot be afforded ; his 
Temptation will be to be honeſt, that he may enjoy and ſe- 
cure the Benefits of his Office, 


125. In eſtabliſhing Lappers for the ſeveral Diſtricts, it 
would be proper for the Truſtees to furniſh the Lapper of 
every Diſtrict, whom I ſhall call a Head-Lapper, with two, 
three, or more Seals, with the Name of the ſaid Lapper, 
and empower him to nominate and appoint, as many De- 
puties under him as he ſhall think proper, to make uſe of 
thoſe Seals in lapping and ſtamping Cloth in his Diſtrict, 
but with the Name of the Head-Lapper only, and not with 
their own Names; on Condition however, that ſuch Head- 
Lapper ſhall be reſponſible for the good Behaviour of his 
Deputies. If there ſhould happen at any Time a Hurry of 
Buſineſs for lapping and ſtamping Cloth, ſuch an addi- 
tional Number of Deputies would enable the Head-Lapper 
to diſpatch the Work in a ſhort Time. 


126. One Lapper, with the Aſſiſtance of two, three or 
more Deputies, may well lap and ſeal ten thouſand Pieces of 
Linen in a Year, (and if they be diligent, 15,000) and a 
hundred ſuch Lappers may ſeal a Million of Pieces in a 
Year, which is more than all the ſtamped Linen in the 


Kingdom amount to yearly. This ſhews that there is no. 


Occaſion for any great Number of Lappers, the fewer they 
are the better, provided they are ſufficient for the Buſineſs : 
and if they are Men of Character and Subſtance we ſhall be 
fafe in their Hands, and the Truſtees will then have little 
Trouble with Lappers ; all the Trouble will deyolve on = 

Head. 
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Head-Lappers, who' muſt have a watchful Eye on the Con- 
duct of their Deputies, for whom they muſt be accountable. 
By taking this Courſe, the Head-Lappers will, in effect, 
be ſo many Inſpectors, to prevent Frauds and Abuſes ; and 
being Men of Character and Subſtance will be above the 
Temptation of taking Bribes, and loſing their Characters 
and good Employments ; for which Reaſon their Diſtricts 
ought to be ſo far enlarged, if poſſible, as to afford them 
80, or 1001. a Year, by the legal Perquiſites of their Office. 
If a Diſtrict ſhould ſupply ten thouſand Pieces of Linen to 
be ſtamped, the legal Fees thereof would amount to 83 /. 
per Annum, if 15,000 Pieces, they would afford above 1201. 
per Annum; which would amply recompence the Head- 
Lapper for his Trouble, and alſo enable him to give a ſuffi- 
cient Maintenance to his Deputies, much more than can 
be got at preſent by honeſt Lappers; and it cannot be 
doubted but that many of the preſent honeſt Lappers would 
be employed as Deputies by the new Head-Lappers. 


127. For the Encouragement of honeſt Lappers, it may 
be a proper Rule to be obſerved, that upon a Vacancy 
happening in a beneficial Diſtrict, ſuch Vacancy be ſupplied 
by a Lapper of a Diſtri& of leſs Profit, who has behaved 
himſelf well in his Office. 


128. The Number of Diſtricts muſt be governed by the 
Number of Lappers requiſite to ſerve the Country; we have 
before obſerved, that a hundred Lappers, with their Depu- 
ties, are ſufficient to ſtamp all the Linen in the Kingdom : 
therefore eighty Head-Lappers, or at moſt a hundred, be- 
fides private Lappers, who may be thirty, will be abun- 
dantly ſufficient for Ufer, and forty more for the reſt of 
the Kingdom. 


129. The four great manufacturing Counties, Armagh, 
Down, Antrim and Derry will require the greateſt Number. 
In ſuch Places, where Bleach-Yards and Manufacturers 
abound, one Pariſh may be. ſufficient for a Diſtrict; in 
other Parts two, three, four,. or more Pariſhes may be 
requiſite to form a proper one, and in the Southern Coun- 
ties, one Lapper to a Barony, or two or three to a County, 
may be ſufhcient. Watſon's Almanack ſhews the Number 
of Baronies, Pariſhes, Houſes and Inhabitants in every 
County, which may be ſome Help towards regulating the 
Number of Lappers. But Gentlemen and Linen- Merchants, 
| Who 
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who are well acquainted with the Country, and know in 
what Places moſt Manufacturing, Bleaching and Lapping 
are carried on, and how much in every Part, can belt ſet- 
tle the Extent and Limits of each Diſtrift ; and it ought to 
be a Rule to ſet them out in ſuch a manner, that the Lap- 
per of every Difſtrift may reaſonably expect 40 J. or 50 /. 
a Year for his Trouble: though it will be difficult in ma- 
ny Parts of the Country, thin of Manufacturers, to ſet 
our Diſtricts of ſuch Value, without taking in a large Ex- 
tent of Country, which will afford more Trouble, and leſs 
Profit. a 


130. It would be a proper Caution in every Head-Lapper 
to ſupply his Deputies with ſeveral Colours, and to order 
each of them to ſtamp their Linens with a different Colour, 
one with yellow, another with black, a third with blue or 
red; by this Method he will eaſily diſcover which of his 
Deputies are guilty at any Time of fraudulent Lapping 
with his Seals. 


131. I have mentioned private Lappers, I mean ſuch as 
lap and ſtamp their own Cloths. Some are againſt allowing 
any private Lappers at all, upon the Suggeſtion that no 
Checks lie upon them, and that they are not ſubject to In- 
ſpection in their own Houſes ; but I cannot ſee any ſuch In- 
convenience. They are generally Men of Subſtance and 
Character, and would not run the Riſk of looſing their Cha- 
raters and Seals by any unfair Practice: and they are as 


much ſubject to Penalties (the grand Check) on Miibchaviour 


as any common Lapper. But then they ſhould be laid un- 
der this Reſtriction, not to lap or ſtamp Cloth for any 
other Perſon under a certain Penalty, to be given to the 
Lapper of the Diſtrict, whoſe Province he invades, and 
whoſe Perquiſites ought not to be curtailed by any private 


Lapper, ' and for that Reaſon but few private Lappers 
ſhould be allowed. ; 


132. As we ought to give all proper Encouragemer.t to 
honeſt Lappers, we ſhould, at the ſame Time guard againſt 
the fraudulent Practices of others, Hitherto all Lappers 
gave two Perſons in the Country Security for their good 
Behaviour, and when any of them were convicted of falſe 
Lapping, hardly an Inſtance can be produced where the 
Penalties were recovered from thoſe Securities; they were 
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generally poor, often quitted their Habitations, went a- 
broad, or died at home, and very probably were in Com- 
bination with the falſe Lapper, ſo that it was not thought 
worth while to proſecute them, by which means the Lap- 
per and his Securities eſcaped unpuniſhed. | 


133. The obvious Remedy for this Evil is to provide that 
one of the Lapper's Securities, to the Value of 50/7. be an 
Inhabitant of the City of Dublin, who being always at hand 
and in the Place of Conviction, muſt make immediate Satiſ- 
faction for the Frauds committed by ſuch Lapper. It may 
be objected to this, that Lappers may be able to get Secu- 
rity in the Country Oy their Relations and Acquaint- 
ance, but cannot procure ſuch in Dublin where they are not 
known ; this may be true of the preſent Set of Lappers, 
who are, for the moſt Part poor, and not of the beſt Cha- 
racters; but when Men of Subſtance and Character under- 
take this Buſmeſs, they will not fail to give ſuch Security 
in Dublin, on their getting an Employment ſo beneficial, 
as to afford them 50. or 60/. a Year. Whoever loſt a 
Place in the Revenue worth 40. per Annum, for the Want 
of a Security of ten Times that Value ? A Perſon of good 
Character and Subſtance, and none elſe ſhould be employ- 
ed, will find Means to give Security in Dublin, if he can 
command it in the Country. But a Head-Lapper will take 


Security in the Country for thoſe employed as Deputies 
under him. 


134. Honeſt and fair Lapping is the ſure and certain 
Way to eſtabliſh the Reputation of our Linen- Manufacture; 
with this View the following Regulations are propoſed as 


the Means to Redreſs all the Grievances complained of with 
reſpect to our Linen. 


111 
REGULATIONS. 


10 AEARMY ENT 
The FRAUDS and ABUSES 


O F 
„ 3.24245, 


135. 3 5 HAT every Perſon propoſed to be a Lapper, ſhall 
be a Man of Subſtance, and of a good Character 


as to his Honeſty, Diligence and Skill, and be able to read 
and write. 


136. That every Lapper ſhall be recommended by one 
of the Truſtees, who ſhall certify in Writing his good 
Character and Ability, which Certificate ſhall be lodged 
with the Clerk of the Linen- Board. | 


137. That every Lapper appointed by the Truſtees, be- 
fore he enters upon the Exerciſe of his Office, ſhall take an 
Oath for the faithful Diſcharge of his Duty, according to 
the Inſtructions given to him by the Truſtees, which Oath 

he is to take before one of the Truſtees, or ſuch Juſtice or 
Juſtices of the Peace, as ſhall be appointed by the Truſtees 
for that Purpoſe : and that a Copy of ſuch Affidavit ſigned 
by the ſaid Lapper, ſhall be returned to the Clerk of the 
Linen-Board, together with a Certificate of the Perſon be- 
fore whom ſuch Affidavit was made, 


138. That every Lapper ſhall give his own Security to 
the Value of 100 J. and two other Perſons as a collateral 
Security to the Value of 50 J. each, for the faithful Diſ- 
charge of his Office; and that one of his Securities be an 
Inhabitant of the City of Dublin, who ſhall be obliged to 
make immediate Satisfaction for any Lols or Damage oc- 
caſioned by the ſaid Lappers fraudulent Lapping, ſuch as 
the Truſtees ſhall determine upon the Complaint and Proof 
made of ſuch Damage, 


139. That 
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139. That the Number of Lappers be reduced, and that 
no more be appointed than what are ſufficient for the Ser- 
vice of the Country. 


140. That the Coney be divided into Diſtricts, and 
that one Lapper be appointed for each Diſtrict, 


141. That every Diſtri& be aſcertained and deſcribed by 
the Names of Towns, Pariſhes, or Baronies. 


142. That ſuch Diſtrifts be allowed to every Lapper, 
eſpecially in Ulſter, as may afford him 30, 50, 60, or 80 /, 
a Year, for his Trouble in Lapping and Sealing. 


143. That every Lapper of a Diſtrict be empowered to 


_ appoint two, three, or as many Deputies as he ſhall have 


occaſion for, and be furniſhed with Seals from the Linen- 
Board to be made uſe of by thoſe Deputies in ſealing Cloth 
in his Diſtrict, but not with their own Names, but with 


the Name of the Head-Lapper of the Diſtrict, who ſhall 
be reſponſible for the Behaviour of his Deputies. 


144. That no Lapper nor his Deputies ſhall ſtamp any 
Cloth in the Diſtrict of another Lapper, unleſs upon the 


Death, or Removal of ' ſuch Lapper by the Truſtees, and 
until another be appointed, under the Penalty of forfeiting 


twelve Pence for every Piece ſo ſtamped, to be paid to the 
Lapper whoſe Diſtrict he invades. 


145. That the Lapper of every Diſtrict ſhall be obliged 
to go himſelf or ſend one of his Deputies to any Bleach- 
Yard or Manufacturer's Houſe in his Diſtrict, to lap and ſeal 
their Linen, on having twenty-four Hours Notice of fuch 
Linen being ready for his viewing and ſealing, provided the 
Number of Pieces be not leſs than ten. 


146. That every Lapper ſhall provide a proper Warehouſe 


or Room, for examining ſuch Linen as ſhall be brought to 
him to be ſealed, and ſhall lap and ſtamp each Piece or 


Parcel in forty- eight Hours after they are brought to him. 


147. That the Lappers Name and County, and the Length 
and Breadth of the Cloth, and the Year be fairly ſtamped on 


the Face of every Piece. 


148. That 
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148. That the Names of all the Lappers appointed by 
the Truſtees be publiſhed in the News-Papers, about the 
25th of March and 29th of September in every Year, men- 
tioning the County and Diſtrict for which they ſerve, and 
giving Notice to the Publick, that no other Lappers are 
empowered to act; by which Means any Perſon, who ſhall 
preſume to ſeal Linen, who is not mentioned in the {aid 
Liſts, may be ſoon diſcovered, and obliged to pay to the 
Proſecutor the Penalties incurred by thoſe who ſeal Linen 
without Authority. And if any Lapper ſhould be ſuperſeded, 
or another appointed for any Duttrict, in the intermediate 
times between Lady-Day and Michaelmas in any Year, their 
Names ſhould alſo be publiſhed in the News-Papers ; by 
which Means every Perſon, who intends to buy our Linen, 
ſecing the Names of the Lappers on them, will be able to 
judge whether they are ſtamped and ſealed by the legal 
Lapper. 


149. That every Picce of Linen, wherein any Faults are 
found by the Lapper, ſhall be marked by him with the 
Word, FauLTy, in legible Characters. 


150. That every Lapper, who ſhall ſeal Linen, wherein 


there are Faults, without marking the Word, Faul, there. 
on, ſhall forfeit Ten Shillings for every Fiece not fo 
marked. | | 


151. That no Piece of Linen, whereon the Word, Faul- 
ty, ſhall be marked, be ſuffered to be exported out of 
the Kingdom, under the Penalty of forfeiting Ten Shillings 
for every Piece ſo exported, to be paid by the Perſon who 
ſhall export the ſame ; but that fuch Piece may ſerve for 
Home Conſumption, | 


152. That for every Inch wanting in the due Breadth 
of any Piece of Linen, the Sum of three Pence per Yard be 
paid by the Perſon who ſhall expoſe the ſame to Sale, or ex- 
port it out of the Kingdom. | 


153, That every Lapper, who ſhall ſeal and mark the 
Word, Fauliy, on any Piece of white Linen, wherein Faults 
{hall be found, ſhall for every Piece fo marked, demand and 
take the Sum of one Penny over and above the Sum of two 
Peace, which he has a Right to demand and take for Seal- 
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ing the ſame; and for every Piece of Green or unbleached 
Linen ſo marked, one Halfpenny, over and above the Sum 


of one Penny payable for Sealing the ſame, ſuch Pieces be- 
ing found to be faulty and contrary to Law. 


154. That all Linen-Cloth ſealed by Lappers be made up 
in Bolts, the Length of which ſhall be the Breadth of the 
Cloth, unleſs the Cloth exceed a full Yard in Breadth, which 
is the Dutch Method ; by this Expedient the Want of 
Breadth is at once ſeen, which cannot be diſcovered in Li- 
nen, as now lapped, without opening the Pieces, 


155. That every Lapper ſhall enter in a Book the Num- 
ber of Pieces he ſeals, and to whom they belong, and make 
a Return thereof every three Months to the Linen-Board, 
by which the whole Number lapped in a Year throughout 
the Kingdom may be known, and what Allowance each 


Lapper receives for his Trouble in Lapping and Scal- 
ing. et 


156. That every Lapper ſhall alſo enter in a Book the 
Number of Pieces, in which he finds any Faults, what thoſe 


Faults are, the Cauſes of them, and to whom they be- 
\ long. h | 


157. That Premiums, not exceeding one hundred Pounds 
in the whole, be given yearly by the Truſtees, in ſuch Pro- 

portions as they ſhall think proper, to ſuch Lappers as (hall 
acquit themſelves well in their Office, and ſeal moſt Li- 


nen, without any Fault being found and proved againſt them 
in the Execution of their Truſt, | 


158. That a Reward of forty Shillings be given by the 
Truſtees to ſuch Perſon, who ſhall diſcover and convict any 
Lapper, Manufacturer, or Bleacher before the Truſtees of 
any Fraud relating to the Linen- Manufacture, over and 


above the Penalties granted by Parliament to the Proſecutor 
in ſuch Caſes. | 


159. That for the more eaſy and ſpeedy Conviction of 
Lappers, and Recovery of Damages againſt them, for Seal- 
ing any Piece of Cloth without marking its Faults, when 
it is really faulty, the Affidavits of two creditable Perſons 
before the chief Magiſtrate of the Place where ſuch Fraud 
ſhall be diſcovered, whether in Ireland or in any other Coun- 


try, 
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try, or before two Juſtices of the Peace, or a Maſter in Chan- 
cery, certifying the Nature and Quantum of the Damage 
and the Name of the Lapper and County, and returned to 
the Clerk of the Linen- Board, ſuch Affidavits ſhall be ſuſh- 
cient Evidence to convict ſuch Lapper of the Offence, with- 
out the Neccſlity of returning ſuch Cloth fo damaged to the 
Linen-Board ; and that the ſaid Lapper or his Security ſhall 
make immediate Satisfaction to the Complainant for the ſaid 
Damage, fuch as the Truſtces ſhall determine. 


160. That a Committee of the Truſtees meet once a 
Fortnight at the Linen-Hall, to hear and determine in a 
ſummary Way the Complaints againſt Lappers and others, 
and upon Conviction levy the Damages and Penalties direct- 
ly on the Lappers or their Security. 


161. That the Truſtces publiſh in the News-Papers eve- 
ry three Months, Liſts of the Penalties inflicted by Act of 
Parliament on thoſe who. ſhall be found guilty of any Breach 
of the Laws relating to the Linen- Manufacture; and give 
fair Notice, that after a certain Day by them appointed, 
they will rigorouſly exact thoſe Penalties, and give due 
Encouragement to all Perſons, who ſhall proſecute ſuch 
Offenders, who thus diſcredit our Linen- Manufacture. 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON 
CAL E N D ERS. 


162. PHE Uſe of Calenders is to preſs Linen upon 

Rowlers under a very great Weight, ſo that it may 
appear ſmooth and fair to the Eye, not that they do any 
real good to the Cloth, but make it look the better. A 
Piece of Linen that is rough, coarſe, thin, and ſleaſy, by 
paſſing thorough a Calender, ſhall appear ſmooth, full and 
cloſe, but the firſt Waſhing reſtores it to its original Thin- 
neſs. | 


163. Theſe Calenders give Occaſion and Encouragement 
to ſeveral Abuſes. Many Pieces of Linen, fairly lapped 
and ſealed in the Country, with their Faults expoſed, 

LL when 


[#7 


when brought to Dublin, are ſent to a Calender, where they 
are folded up in ſuch a Manner, as to conceal all the Marks 
and Faults expoſed in the firſt Lapping : and perhaps with 
that View they were ſent to be calendred, Moſt of the Li- 
nen ſent to our Garriſons and Plantations abroad are firſt 
calendred and turn-lapped, the Calendrer concealing their 
Faults, and making Uſe of fictitious Seals, or none at all. 
If they ſhould ſtamp Dublin, on them, then it would be 
known that the Pieces are turn-lapped ; to avoid which 
Diſcovery, they procure Seals of ſome other County, 
where ſuch Cloth is in moſt Eſteem, and ſtamp the Linen 
therewith, and fo conceal their own Practices. 


REGULATIONS 
To prevent ABUSES 
In CALEND RING LINE N, 


164. T HAT every Perſon, who 2 a Calender, ſhalt 

take out a Licence from the Linen-Board, to lap 
and ſeal all Linen that ſhall be brought to him to be calen- 
dred, and ſhall be furniſhed with Seals with his own Name 
and that of the Town or City. | 


165. That every Calendrer ſhall take the ſame Oaths, 
give the ſame Security, and perform all other Things re- 
quired to be done by Lappers, and be ſubject to the ſame 
Rules and Penalties, for Milbebaviour. 


166. That whenever a Piece of Linen is brought to a 
Calendrer, which was before lapped and ſealed by another 
Lapper, ſuch Calendrer ſhall lap and fecal the fame in ſuch a 
Manner, as that the Stamps and Faults, expoſed by the for- 
mer Lapper, together with thoſe obſerved by himſelf, ſhall 
fairly appear on the Outſide of the Cloth, and the Word, 
Faulty, ſhall be impreſſed in legible Characters on the Face 
of the Piece, if any Faults be found therein. 


167. That every Piece of Linen, which ſhall be calen- 
dred, be marked with the Word, CALENDER, in viſible 
Characters, by the Calendrer ; under the Penalty of forfeit- 
ing five Shillings for every Piece not ſo marked. 


OBSER- 


49. ] 
OBSERVATIONS 
RUBBING-BOARDS 
| AND 
RUBBING=- MILLS, 


168. ©: HE Uſe and Deſign of Rubbing-Boards and Rub- 

_ © bing-Mills is to make Linen Cloth look fine, to 
heighten the Colour, and to expedite the Bleaching ; they 
are of late Invention, eſpecially the Mills, and no where 
made Uſe of but in Ireland: there is no Doubt but they 
anſwer the ſaid Intention, and would be a real Improve- 
ment, if, at the ſame time that they add to the Beauty of 
the Linen, they did not injure the Fabrick, 


169. Various are the Opinions of People, whether theſe 


Rubbing-Engines do more Harm than Good. They are 
condemned by the Legiſlature, for fretting and wearing 
Cloths by their rough or indented Surfaces, and it is en- 
acted by them, that if any Bleacher ſhall uſe, or ſuffer to be 
uſed, by any of his Servants or Workmen, any ſuch Rubb- 
ing-Boards, ſuch Bleacher ſhall for every ſuch Offence for- 
feit ten Pounds to the Informer. Many Inſtances are al- 
ledged to ſhew that by the Negligence of the Perſons em- 
ployed, or by the unſkilful Uſe of theſe Inſtruments, or by 
the Want of a conſtant and ſufficient Supply of Soap, ſeve- 
ral Parcels of Linen have been ſpoiled in a few Minutes, 
either fretted into Holes, or ſo weakened and worn out in 
the Body of the Cloth by violent Rubbing, as not to be fit 
for Uſe or Service. Beſides, great Quantities of dry Lint 
are often found under the Rubbing Engines, which is a 
Proof of the Injury done to the Cloth by thus wearing, it 
out, and alſo of the Want of Care in not ſupplying a ſuffi- 
. cient Quantity of Soap. And it is found by Experience, 
that Linen, which has been rubbed, grows more fuzzy and 
nappy, and ſooner gathers Dirt than Linen bleach'd in the 
common Way. 
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170 Hence it is urged with great Warmth by ſome, that 


3s is better totally to ſuppreſs theſe Rubbing Engines than 
to run ſo great a Riſk as that of having our Cloth ſpoiled 


by them, and thereby ſinking the Reputation of our Linen- 
Manufacture. It being their full Perſuaſion, that Cloth 
bleached without a Mill is much better than Cloth of the 
ſame Hundred with a Mill: and that though by the Uſe of 
a Mill, a ſixteen hundred Cloth may be as fine in Appear- 
ance as one of eighteen hundred, yet that itwill wear much 
worſe, and not do ſo much Service. 


171. Others, on the contrary, maintain, that theſe Rub- 
bing Machines make the Cloth look finer and whiter, 
forward the Bleaching, and ſave a great deal of Labour ; 
that there are ſome Cloths fo full of black Sprits and foul 
Stuff, that they cannot be purged of them effeCtually but 
by the Help of rubbing Engines ; that ail their Attempts to 
clear them of ſuch Spots by any other Means, prove in- 
effectual; though they uſe much more Labour, and weak- 


en the Cloth thereby more than they do by Rubbing : that 


though ſome Miſcarriages have happened by the Careleſſneſs 


of thoſe employed in Rubbing, yet theſe were but few, 
and that a uſeful Inſtrument ſhould not be laid aſide in this, 
any more than in any other Manufacture, on Account of 
the Unſkilfulneſs or Negligence of the Workmen made uſe of 
the Management thereof; that if a due Quantity of Soap 
be uſed, and the leaſt Care taken to keep the Linen well 
lathered, there will be no Danger of fretting or wearing 
the Cloth, which never or ſeldom happens but when the 
Cloth is hard rubbed while it is dry. 


172. Theſe are the Arguments made uſe of on both 
Sides of the Queſtion. They both endeavour to ſupport 
themſelves by appealing to matter of Fact; which is the 
only and true T eſt to ſatisfy us which Party is in the right 
or wrong. It is probable that next Seſſion of Parliament 
the Affair of Rubbing Boards and Mills will come under 
their Conſideration, whether to ſuppreſs or allow them; in 
the mean time it would be proper to make ſuch Enquiries 
and Experiments, as may put the whole in a clear Light. 


173. Strict Enquiries may be made as well here as in 
England whether the Cloths which have paſſed thorough our. 
Rubbing- Boards, or Mills, be injured thereby, and whe- 
ther by that, or any other Cauſe, they ſuffer in their 

| Reputation. 


4 


Ba 


Reputation, Several Experiments might be made, which 
may put it out of all Doubt, whether Bleaching in the old 


Method, or Bleaching with the help of Rubbing Engines, 


anſwers beſt, Suppoſe two Pieces of Linen be pitched 
upon, both of the ſame Griſt, Fineneſs, and Weight, and 
in every reſpect equal, one to be bleached by an old Bleach- 
er in his own Way, and the other by the new Rubbin 

Bleacher, When they have both finiſhed their bleaching, 
let three indifferent Perſons well ſkilled in Linen be choſen, 
who, upon Oath, ſhall give their Opinions to the beſt of 
their Skill and Judgment of the Value of each Piece, and 
which is really the better of the two. Upon comparing 
theſe Pieces, the Colour and Strength of both, and. the 
Time and Expence they take in Bleaching, ſhould be par- 
- ticularly conſidered. The Piece that weighs heavier after 
Bleaching, may be of more intrinſick Value than the other, 
tho? of ſuperior Whiteneſs, which may have loſt too much 
of its Subſtance by the Rubbing, the Quantum whereof 
may be known by weighing both Pieces before and after 
Bleaching. | | 


174. Theſe or ſuch like Experiments, made with great 
Exactneſs by Perſons choſen for that Purpoſe, may ſoon 
determine which Method of Bleaching is moſt for the Ser- 

vice of the Kingdom. x . 


175. Many Perſons have put themſelves to great Ex- 
pence in erecting Rubbing Mills; the general Indulgence 
ſhewn them carries with it a Preſumption that they are 
uſeful; tis certain that they ſave Labour, and forward 
Bleaching, it would therefore be very hard to deprive them 

of the Uſe of them, while it is a diſputed Point whether 

they are of Service or Diſſervice to the Linen-Manufacture. 
We have no Marks appointed to diſtinguiſh thoſe Cloths 

which have paſſed. through the Rubbing. Engines, from 

- thoſe that have not; ſo that we cannot well compare them 

- together. Perhaps all the Miſchiefs, imputed to Rubbing 
- Inſtruments, may be prevented by proper Regulations; it 
ſo, we ſhould endeavour to form ſuch Regulations, and 
carefully obſerve their Effects before the next Seſſion of 
Parliament; that if they ſhould be found to be effectual to 
. Tedreſs the Grievances complained of, then Rubbing En- 
- Lines, under ſuch Proviſions, may be allowed; but if they 
; thould not be ſufficient to remedy the Evil, notwithſtanding 
all due Care taken to put a Stop to it, that then they — 
„ de 


2 — 


= 6 
— 


9 1] 


be wholly laid aſide. With this View I ſhall beg leave to 
propoſe the . following Regulations relating to Rubbing 
Boards and Rubbing Mills, viz. . 


176. That every Perſon who ſhall keep a Rubbing Board 
or Rubbing Mill ſhall take out a Licence from the Linen- 
Board, and give ſuch Security for his good Behaviour, as is 
required from Lappers. | 


177. That ſuch Rubber ſhall be obliged to make imme- 
diate Satisfaction to the Owner of the Cloth for any Da- 
mage done by the Rubbing Engines, ſuch as the Truſtees, 
or two Juſtices of the Peace ſhall determine. 


178. That over and above the Satisfaction made to the 
Owner, the Rubber ſhall alſo pay five Shillings for every 
Piece ſo damaged by his Engines, to the Perſon who ſhall 
proſecute and convict him of the ſaid Offence. "(7 


179. That no Perſon who keeps Rubbing Engines ſhall 
be allowed to lap and ſeal ſuch Pieces of Linen as have 
paſſed through his Engines, without the Examination, In- 
ſpection and Sealing of the Lapper of the Diſtrict. 


180. That the Lapper of each Diſtrict ſhall lap and ſeal 
all Linen rubbed in his Diſtrict, and ſhall, at the ſame 
Time, impreſs the Word Rubbed, in legible Characters, on 
every Piece ſo rubbed. * © .. SOON Ffeet”. on VL 


181. That the Lappers in ſuch Diſtrits' where Rubbing 
Engines are in Uſe, ſhall take particular care of, and exa- 
mine all Cloth rubbed in his Diſtrit, and make a Report to 
the Truſtees of any Cloth damaged by Rubbing ; and' ſhall 
be entitled to the Penalty incurred for fuch Damage, to be- 
paid on Conviction by ſueh Rubber, who ſhall alſo forfeit 
his Licence, and be diſqualified from keeping any ſuch 
Rubbing Engine for the future. Theſe or ſuch like Regu- 
lations may be appointed by the Truſtees, and Fryal made 
whether they will be ſufficient to cure the Evil, and prevent 
the i} Elfefts of Rubblig,? © 7500079 (4ityts 0s 


182. Proper Care is taken in other Countries of the due 
Breadth and Length of their Cloths : no Complaints are 
made of their failing therein: bur the ſame Care is not 
taken wich reipect to the due Breadth of our N 
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which they fall ſhort one, two, nay ſometimes three Inches. 
Linen of all Griſts and Prices ſhould be woven and fold at 
the preciſe Breadth required by Law. Where any under 
Breadth are ſuffered to pals, all of the kind will be made 
under Breadth, becauſe the fair Manufacturer will get no 
more for his Cloths, which are of full Breadth, than others 
get for theirs that are only nominally ſo. This Fraud com- 
mitted by the Manufacturers purely to ſave a little Yarn, 
renders the Cloth of much leſs Value and Service to the 
Conſumer, 


183. When Abuſes are ſuffered to ſpread with Impunity 
and become general, it would diſtreſs Trade, and be thought 
very ſevere to exact at once all the Penalties incurred for 
Miſbeh viour, without giving due Warning to avoid them 
it would therefore be adviſable for the Truſtees to give pub- 
lick Notice in the News-Papers, that they will without fall, 
after a certain Day, ſuppoſe the Firſt of April or May next, 
levy all legal Penalties incurred by thoſe who ſhall make or 
Expoſe to Sale any Linen under the Statutable Breadth, and 
give due Encouragement to all Perſons who ſhall proſecuie 
and convict ſuch Offenders, 

\ | 
184. We find, that on the Death or Removal of Lap- 
pers, their Seals frequently fall into the Hands of ſome who 
make a bad Uſe of them, and act without Authority, that 
Seals are ſometimes counterfcited, or loſt, ſo that we can- 
not form any Judgment how many Seals are ſtanding out in 
proper Hands, or how many and who make Uſe of Seals, 
who have no Right ſo to do for theſe Reaſons it would be 
expcdient to call in all the preſent Seals, and to give out 
others with different Marks: by which Means all that (cal 
Linen without a legal Power, may ſoon be diſcovered and 
' puniſhed. Ec? 


185. Having gone thorough all the Articles I intended 
to treat upon, I ſhall now beg Leave to recapitulate and 
place them in one View. I have propoſed Schemes for Rat- 
ſing Flax and Flax-Seed among ourſelves ſufficient for all our 
Manufactures, and for Encouraging the Importation of tho 
Materials from abroad, when our own fail at home. I have 

ointed out the Benefits which this Kingdom would receive 
ythe Increaſe of Flax, Flax-Seed, and Spinners; an 
ſhewn the Uſe of Premiums, with Directions for Setting 
Bo | os 
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up the Linen · Manufacture in Places where it is not yet car- 
ried on; I have alſo mentioned ſeveral Methods practiſed 
of late with Succeſs to promote that Manufacture, and laſt- 
ly I have propoſed ſeveral Regulations to prevent Frauds 
and Abuſes in this our Staple-Commodity. This laſt Ar- 
ticle is of ſuch Importance, that though we ſhould take the 
beſt Meaſures to [iedeed in all the reſt, yet if we ſhould 
ſuffer Frauds to continue, we ſhould loſe more by the Diſ- 
reputation of our Linen, than we could gain by all other 
Improvements. Some Lappers are grown ſo remiſs in 
their Office, that they ſeldom open or examine any Cloths, 
but take the Word of the Manufacturer, that all is right, 
and ſo paſs them upon the World as good, upon the Credit 
of their Scals, when at the ſame time they have many 
Faults. But if the Regulations before mentioned, or 
others of the ſame Tendency, ſhould take place, and be 
ſtrictly obſerved and carried into Execution, it can ſcarce be 
doubted, but that moſt of our Linen would be fairly and 
honeſtly made up, and that all Complaints againſt Fare , 
Bleachers and Manufacturers would ceaſe. 


186. All Regulations ſhould' be ſo ordered as to redreſs 
every Kind of Abuſe, in the molt eaſy and ſpeedy Manner. 
Thoſe anſwer beſt which execute themſelves, which they 
ſeldom fail to do, where the Obſervance of them meets 
with immediate Reward, and the Breach of them with im- 
mediate Puniſhment. If ſuch Regulations take place among 
us, and be duly put in Execution, our Linen- Manufacture 
would flouriſh exceedingly ; and we ſhould be able, both 
to our Honour and Profit, to eſtabliſh the Credit of it in 
all Parts of the World, which is the main Point, that eve 


_ ſhould have I in View, who wiſhes well to this King- 
om: 
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PRAMIUMS 
PROPOSED 
MME 5542z 7; 
To be given by the Truſtees of the Linen-Manu- 


Facture, to encourage the LINEN-MANu- 
FACTU RE. 


P RMI U Ms to be given to ſeveral Perſonscy FL. 
who ſhall raiſe the greateſt Quantities of Flax 
in Leinſter, Ul/ter, Munſter and Connaught, at > 2000 
the Rate of Five hundred Pounds to cach Pro- 


vince - 

To other Perſons who ſhall raiſe the greateſt 7 
Quantities of Flax-Seed in 1749. boo 
To ſuch Perſons who — rn the beſt Flax- | 

Seed ditto, . ET” 5 I's 
The Premiums before mentioned, are to take 
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